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Experience Matters

541.476.9616
SouthernOregonHomes.com

ALL BROKERS LICENSED IN THE STATE OF OREGON. EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY .

Curious about Your Home’s Value in Today’s Market? 
Give us a call for your FREE market analysis!

MATTHEW MEIVES
Broker

NICHOLE EVANS
Broker

KEYNA MEIVES
Principal Broker, CRS

C STREET DENTAL

Devin Nelson, DMD

• Family Dentistry
• Same day Crowns
• Aligners
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Emergencies

VOTED FAVORITE

Dentist
in the Rogue 

Valley

2022

(541) 237-5575 • info@cstreetdental.com • www.cstreetdental.com 

505 NE 7th Street, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Accepting New Patients



Out & About

Calendar Picks

Lost & Found Theatre Camp
JUL 24- AUG 4 | 9:00AM-3:00PM
New Hope Christian School
5961 New Hope Rd, Grants Pass, OR 97527

Dark Eyes Duet
THURSDAY, AUG 17, 2023 | 5:30-8:00PM
Taprock Grill
971 SE 6th St, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Charity Golf Tournament
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19TH | STARTS AT 9:00AM
Dutcher Creek Golf Course
4611 Upper River Rd, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Brews and BBQ Nights
THURDAY, AUG 31, 2023 | 5-7:00 PM
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Co
595 NE E St, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Wine Tasting
THURSDAY, AUG 17, 2023 | 4-6 PM
Grocery Outlet
350 NE Agness Ave, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Sounds of Summer
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18TH, 2023
Wildlife Images Rehabilitation 
and Education Center
11845 Lower River Rd, Grants Pass, OR

Social at Climate City Brewing
WEDNESDAY 4:30-7:00PM
Climate City Brewing
509 SW G St, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Paint N Sip Highland Cows 
SUN AUG 27 2023 AT 05:00 PM
Hummingbird Creek Bistro Beer & Wine Gardens
625 Red Mountain Dr, Grants Pass, Or

• Community Contributors	 • Resident Contributors

• Resident Writers	 • Junior Writers

• Photographers
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

PERSONAL CARE FOR YOUR MOST INCREDIBLE SMILE

The best dentistry is patient centered. By learning your goals, respecting your 
concerns, and exploring all treatment options, Dr. Peter Pastrell, Dr. Justin 
Buchanan, and Dr. Chad Hartzell ensure every visit will have you smiling!

Dr. Peter Pastrell Dr. Justin Buchanan Dr. Chad Hartzell

(541) 476-4199  |  1050 SW Grandview Ave Grants Pass, OR 97527

“Everyone at this office is very kind and understanding. I am 
very happy with the service my family has received from this office 
over the last 5 years. I would highly recommend to all my friends 
and family to come here for dental appointments.” ~Rocki M

A great reason to smile!

"PROJECT YOUTH+
WAS FOUNDED ON

THE BELIEF THAT
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE

DESERVE THE
CHANCE TO FULFILL

THEIR DREAMS..."

projectyouthplus.org

Greetings Neighbors! 

I f you’re feeling anything like us, I’m sure 
you’re sitting back and pondering where 
exactly the summer has gone. August 

seemed to come much quicker this year. Perhaps 
it was the late rain in June or maybe we just got 
caught up in the day-to-day fun of summertime 
in our valley. We hope you all got to or plan to 
set aside a little time away from work to go have 
an outdoor adventure or two! August is a great 
time to enjoy that last bit of summer. It’s a perfect 
month for a river float, bike ride, or evening walk in 
the park. 

For us, one big takeaway from this summer was 
the amazing support and love that our local 
business owners showere on our community day 
in and day out. We met with many of our business 
owners this summer and were very impressed and 
excited to hear that they are all striving to make 
our community stronger through providing for our 
youth, throwing fun events, and lending a helping 
hand wherever there is a need. The next time you 
are out and about, we encourage you to give 
them a high five or a sincere compliment. A little 
kindness has a ripple effect far beyond what we 
perceive! 

Be Positive, Shop Local, and Stay Social

THE MIKELS BROTHERS
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Business Partner Index

Bee Keeper 
Noah’s  Bees
(541) 254-2052
noahsbees.com

Accredited Medical Center 
Pregnancy Care Center
(541) 479-6264
pregnancy.com

Financial Advisor
Edward Jones
Susie Atondo | (541) 476-7790
edwardjones.com/sisie-atondo

Organic Gorcery
Gooseberries
(541) 471-2700

Community Youth Services
Project Youth Plus
(541) 476-8146
projectyouthplus.org

Counseling 
Southern Oregon 
Psychological Services
(541) 226-4396
sorpsych.com

Boutique
Rainbow Baby & Kids
(541) 218-8882
rainbowbabyco.com

Carpet & House Cleaning
Dust Plus
(541) 660-5143
dustpluscarpetcleaning.com

Bike Shop
Don’s Bike Center
(541) 471-3494
donsbikecenter.com

DON’S BIKE CENTER
est.            ‘96

Alternative & Holistic Health Services
Centered Physical 
Therapy + Wellness
(541) 237-4136
centeredphysicaltherapy.com

Gallery & Studio
The Glass Forge
(541) 955-0815   
glassforge.com

Orthodontist
Grants Pass Orthodontics
(541) 474-0860
grantspassorthodontics.com

Orthopedic Surgeon
Advanced Orthopedics
(541) 622-8902
advancedorthopedics.com

Custom Aluminum Boats
D-Tech Custom 
Aluminum Boats
(541) 295-5940
dtechboats.com

Dance Studio
Southern Oregon Dance Center
(702) 768-1510
southernoregondancecenter.org

Custom Cabinets
KA Design
(541) 955-4884
kadesigns.net

Graphic Design
Orion Graphic Design
(541) 787-0006
oriongraphicdesign.com

Painting Services
Grants Pass Painting
(541) 955-8888
grantspasspaint.com

Pet Treat
Critter Treats
(541) 301-6583
jmblackmonboutique.com

Dentist
C Street Dental 
Devin Nelson | (541) 237-5575                                            
cstreetdental.com

Insurance Agent
Country Financial
Nicol Elsasser | (541) 956-0299                                                        
countryfinancial.com/nicol.elsasser

Horse Trainer
High Roller 
Performance Horses
(775) 762-6105

Photographer
Kelcie Jean Photography 
(541) 287-1002
kelciejeanphotography.com

Real Estate
Ideal Brokers
(541) 761-0013
idealbrokersre.com

Dentist
Pastrell, Buchanan, 
& Hartzell Dentistry
Dr. Justin Buchanan
(541) 476-4199                                            
gpdentalteam.com

Insurance Agent
State Farm
Nicole Whitcomb | (541) 474-2800      
nicolewhitcombinsurance.com

Real Estate
Ford Real Estate
Tyler & JoLena Mikels
(541) 450-2977
teammikels.com

Real Estate
Sherri Scott Real Estate
Sherri Scott
(541) 660-8739
sherriscottrealestate.com

Restaurant 
Dustin Myers LLC
(541) 760-9711

Real Estate
Ford Real Estate
Cimberly Lewis
(541) 646-4505

Education
Logos Public Charter School
(541) 842-3658
logoscharter.com

Events Coordinator
Epoch Events
(541) 761-0818
epocheventcoordinating.com

Event Center & Work Space
The Hivve
(541) 659-8738
thehivve.com

Design/Home Staging
Dwell House
(541) 295-8228
dwellhouserealestate.com

Jeweler
Hart Jewelers
(541) 47-5543
hartjewelers.com

Real Estate
The Venuti Group at Cascade Hassan 
Sotheby’s International Realty
Wade Squires | (541) 476-9616    
grantspasshomes.com

Real Estate
The Venuti Group at Cascade Hassan 
Sotheby’s International Realty
Keyna Meives | (541) 476-9616    
grantspasshomes.com

Landscape Maintenance
Kruse Control Yard Care
(541) 787-3125
krusecontrolyardcarellc.business.site

Mattress & Flooring
Quality Mattress & Flooring
(541) 476-6292
qualitymattressor.com

Real Estate - Residential & Commercial
Kendon Leet Real Estate 
Kendon Leet | (541) 956-8582
kendonleet.com

Eye Care 
Central Eyes Optometry
(541) 237-0030
centraleyesoptometry.com

Marketing
Logan Design
(541) 474-7127
oregonsigns.com

Restaurant & Bar
Bohemian Bar & Bistro
(541) 471-7158
bohemianbarandbistro.com

Fence & Automated Gates
Caveman Fence & 
Fabrication Inc.
(541) 474 -0302
cavemanfence.com

Medical Spa
Aesthetispa Laser 
& Wellness Center
(541) 479-9772
aesthetispagp.com

Senior Living
The Suites-Assisted 
Living & Memory Care 
(541) 955-9115
thesuitesassistedliving.com

Solar Installation
Sunshine Solar
(541) 295-8500
sunshinesolarinc.com

Winery
Apricity Vineyard
(541) 301-4137
apricityvineyard.com

Furniture & Matress
Gates Home Furnishings
(541) 476-4627
gatesfurniture.com

Photographer
Destiny Jane Photography
(541) 944-2181
destinyjanephotography.com

@socialpub_grantspass
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Expert Contributors

MARLA QUINTANA Aesthetispa Laser & Wellness Center
Marla, a long time native of Southern Oregon, has raised four 
children in Grants Pass with her husband, Max. A nurse for over 38 
years, she has practiced aesthetic nursing for the past 15 years. 
Marla is the owner of AesthetiSpa Laser and Wellness Center and 
believes in building an enduring and rewarding relationship with her 
clients and community, through knowledge and superior service.

JENA HETH Diversity Home Lending
Jena Heth and her family have been Grants Pass residents for 
the past 19 years. Her husband is quite the fisherman, so this 
is a perfect place to live. She has been in lending for 30 years 
and has seen so much change in the industry. What she loves 
most about her profession is her clients, some of whom have 
become dear friends. It’s a profession based on knowledge 
and trust and her clients know she is always there for them. 

DEVIN NELSON C Street Dental
Devin Nelson, his wife Lena, and 5 kids have lived in Grants 
Pass since 2016.  Before becoming a dentist, Devin had a 
unique job in Arizona as a mascot for the Phoenix Suns.  He 
received his undergraduate at BYU and his doctorate in 
dental medicine (DMD) from the Arizona School of Dental and 
Oral Health (ASDOH).  His dental practice treats all areas of 
dentistry including cosmetic & aesthetics, oral surgery, crown 
& bridge restoration, preventive, and emergency dentistry.  

BRENT ERICKSON DMD, MS IN ORTHODONTICS
Grants Pass Orthodontics
Born and raised in Grants Pass, Dr. Brent D. Erickson has been 
practicing in the Grants Pass area since 2015. His goal as an 
orthodontist is to create long-lasting smiles in a comfortable 
environment and to give confidence with joy. When not at the 
office, he enjoys adventuring with his wife, Ashley, their four 
kids and dog, Timber, doing all things outdoors, playing soccer 
and golf, going snowboarding, and playing video games.

SHERYL ZIMMERER Logos Public Charter School
Since 2017, Sheryl Zimmerer has served as the Executive Director 
for Logos Public Charter School, the largest, non-virtual charter 
school in the state of Oregon. Under her leadership, the K-12 
school that serves Jackson and Josephine County students has 
reported its highest graduation rate ever (95%) and has been 
voted one of the best non-profits to work for in Oregon 5 years 
in a row. Since her daughters have grown up, she now lives in 
Talent with her husband in the house they rebuilt after the 2020 
Oregon Almeda wildfire with their two spoiled golden retrievers. 

WADE SQUIRES The Venuti Group at Cascade Hasson 
Sotheby’s International Realty
Wade Squires, owner of The Venuti Group, became a 
realtor in 2016 after spending over 10 years in construction 
as a lead carpenter, building new homes and performing 
extensive remodels. It was there he learned the value of 
communication, and as a realtor, he has continued to 
make this a top priority. Whatever your real estate needs 
are, Wade would be happy to help you achieve your goals!

KEYNA MEIVES The Venuti Group at Cascade Hasson 
Sotheby’s International Realty
A Licensed Realtor since 2000 and owner of The Venuti 
Group, Keyna Meives is a seasoned realty enthusiast. Her 
optimistic and joyful countenance makes her a delight to 
work with and has contributed to her being a consistent 
top producer in her market area. She loves spending time 
exploring the outdoors with her husband and three children.

NICOL ELSASSER Country Financial 
Nicol Elsasser is a long-time resident of Grants Pass, Oregon 
and loves the beautiful valley we live in. This is why working in an 
industry that helps guide, support and protect people and their 
families in our community, is important to her.  Being an agent with 
Country Financial Insurance for the last 5 years, she has been able 
to do just that and that is what makes her love what she does.

DEANNA ELLIOT Centered Physical Therapy + Wellness
In 2018 Deanna started Centered Physical Therapy & 
Wellness, where physical therapy is integrated in a holistic 
manner to help heal the body at the root of its problem. 
Specializing in women’s health, she has dedicated her 
time to helping mothers restore balance prenatally, 
during pregnancy and postpartum. Although her passion 
resides in pre-conception, where “all the magic” happens.

SUSIE ATONDO Edward Jones
Born and raised in Grants Pass, Susie Atondo has been a 
financial advisor since 2006. She works with multi-generational 
families to develop unique strategies for wealth transfer, 
and with business owners in creating strategies for business 
succession, portfolio construction, and tax reduction. She 
married her husband, Paul, in 2001 and they have three children, 
Luci, Penny, and Finn. They enjoy hiking and going to the beach.

CHRISTINE LOWE Diversity Home Lending
Born and raised in the Southern Oregon area, Christine 
Lowe absolutely loves enjoying the outdoor beauty we 
have here. With 25 years in the mortgage industry, ensuring 
that you make the right choice for you and your family is 
her goal and she is committed to providing her customers 
with mortgage services that exceed their expectations.

BEKAH NUGENT Dwell House
Bekah is a licensed real estate broker, certified home stager 
and principal of Dwell House. Bekah loves houses, design and 
real estate. At 21 years old in between college classes her 
and her husband, Matt, worked hard to transform a 1960’s 
house into their first investment property. After years in 
corporate marketing and branding she started Dwell House. 
In her free time you’ll see her cheering on the sideline of a 
soccer field, boating, hiking Dollar Mountain, sponsoring local 
makers and hosting some kind of party or event somewhere.

SummerSummerSummer   
is here!is here!is here!

First Orthodontic Visit

Grants Pass Orthodontics is a household
name in our community. We see patients
of all ages and have helped children,
teens and adults enjoy beautiful new and
functioning  smiles for generations. Dr.
Erickson and his team are dedicated to
providing outstanding orthodontic care
in Grants Pass, Oregon, and do so
through professional, personalized
services. 

Occlusion (bite)
Tooth integrity and position
Skeletal formation

Your first visit at our office is very important
in establishing your orthodontic baseline.
Our orthodontist will perform a complete
oral evaluation, which includes an analysis
of:

We will also perform a thorough
radiographic analysis with panoramic and
cephalometric X-rays, as well as a
photographic analysis.

Behind every smile is a story, and we are
thrilled to be a part of yours. Contact us
today to schedule your complimentary
consultation! 

Dr. Brent D. Erickson DMD, MS

ConsultConsult
FREE

WITH DR. E

859 NE 7TH ST541-474-0860 GRANTS PASS

Perfect time
to schedule your

10  Your Local Community Magazine



Meet Your Neighbors  •  The Martinez Family

M ario and Heather 

Martinez met in 1995. 

She was a freshman 

in college and he 

was a Junior in high 

school. Heather worked for her parents’ 

business in a nearby town and Mario 

would come to hang out with her so often 

that she finally hired him. It didn’t take long 

for them to realize they were meant to be 

together, so almost two years later, they 

decided to get married. Recently, they 

celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary 

in Maui.

(NEW) THE HIVVE

Heather’s parents moved to Grants 
Pass in 1982 when the small town had 
only a few stoplights, a K-Mart, and a 
McDonalds. Her father was one of the 
main commercial and real estate brokers. 
He owned his own brokerage. Her mother, 
who has a child development degree, 

Although, Mario grew up in 
California, he spent every summer since he 
was five years old in Grants Pass visiting 
his grandparents. It was his sophomore 
year when his family moved here. Through 
the years, he made some great friend who 
have grown up with him. Nearly every 
day, whether it is rainy, snowy, or filled 
with sunshine, Mario will ride his Harley 
Davidson. He has a small group of friends 
who will ride after work. On weekends, 
they all do large trips together including 
the wives.

by Bobette Sudweeks

opened a preschool and kindergarten so 
Heather could go to school. So, from 1982 
until about five years ago, her mother 
either ran or heavily assisted with ALL the 
children’s events and activities in town.

Heather graduated from college 
with her bachelors degree in Business 
Administration and Entrepreneurship. 
During her last two years of college, she 
worked as a Real Estate Appraiser. Mario 
also graduated and obtained his Associates 
Degree in Electronics. Then on January 
1, 2003, the couple opened their doors to 
River Valley Appraisal, Inc. The adventure 
has been well received in the area and 
the Martinez duo has celebrated twenty 
amazing years doing local appraisals.

Two terrific children, Brandon 
and Katelynn, have joined their family. 
Brandon, now age 18, was in a hurry to 
arrive in this world. He arrived almost 
three months early at 2 pounds 3 ounces. 
Baby and mom fought to survive the 
challenges which occurred because of his 

premature arrival. His adventurous spirit 
has continued throughout his life and he 
graduated early from high school and will 
be walking with his class in June from 
GPHS. He enjoys scuba diving, especially 
in Maui with his mom. He loves to rock 
climb at the rock gym in Medford and 
hanging out with his girlfriend. He has 
the same group of amazing friends since 
elementary school.

Brandon is the best big brother. He 

always dresses up for all the family theme 
parties. He and Katelynn are very close 
and she idolizes him. Brandon is focused. 
He sets and reaches his goals and overall is 
a happy kid. He still kisses his mom hello 
and goodbye every time he comes home 
and leaves the house. His confidence and 
desire to work hard will serve him well as 
he is now working for the family business 
and attending college.

Katelynn also made her appearance 

into the world prematurely. She arrived 
at 5 pounds nearly a month early in 
January 2014. This sweet nine-year-old 
has a constant smile. Her helpfulness and 
respectful for everyone makes is a joy to 
have her around. She has a big heart and 
sticks up for her friends if they are getting 
picked on. She is an amazing young lady 
who genuinely loves everyone and does her 
best to include everyone.

Katelynn is active in dance and cheer, 

to
 p

ag
e 
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1203 N Ross Ln, Medford, OR 97501
admin@logoscharter.com

(541) 842 3658

Logos is an accredited, free, public school serving K-12th grade students across Jackson and Josephine Counties. 
Started as a small school in 2010, it has grown to the largest non-virtual charter school in Oregon. It’s no wonder with 
a 95% graduation rate and our personalized learning approach that families love Logos. Our free choice-based public 

school program is personalized with an individualized curriculum, exciting campus classes, and access to classes or 
clubs in the community. In a traditional high school, time is the constant and learning is the variable. At Logos, we 

strive for learning to be the constant and time to be the variable. Time to create a program that stirs the interest and 
passion in a student to become a lifelong learner.  Logos is truly innovation in education from kindergarten to career!

Visit Us at www.logoscharter.com

Logos Public Charter School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, disability, or age of its programs or activities.

INNOVATIVE EDUCATION KINDERGARTEN TO COLLEGE or CAREER

405 SE 6th Street, Grants Pass  |  SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org
Register today @ SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org

We always respect medical privacy and 
personal family health decisions for 
each individual dancer.

The Rogue Valley’s premiere, award-winning contemporary 
dance studio, training dancers ages 3 and up since 1989!

Register For Summer Classes Via our Website on or after June 1Register For Summer Classes Via our Website on or after June 1stst

Expert Instructors  •  Beginning - Advanced Levels  •  Ages 3 & UP

FALL CLASS 
REGISTRATION

OPENS
AUGUST 15th

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001290

Right coverage.
Right price.
Right here in town.

Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Shannon Harris Ins Agcy Inc
Shannon A Harris, Agent
3210 Hillcrest Park Dr, Ste 102
Medford, OR  97504
Bus: 541-779-3545

STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT
Nicole Whitcomb, Agent
115 SE 6th St
Grants Pass, OR 97526-2403
License # 924990

775-762-6105
@HighRollerPerformanceHorses
@HighRollerBarrelRacing&PoleBending

8800 Williams Hwy,
Grants Pass, OR 97527

“ Been working with horses my whole 
life. Have over 25 years experience 
training and fixing bad habits.”

MICHELLE SKENDER

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Training consistent barrel horses
• Fixing bad habits
• Tune ups
• Lessons
• Workshops
• Certified Electro-Acuscope Therapist
• Barrel Race Producer

Other classes will be determined after our 
awards banquet.  The rules and updated 
forms along with information will be 
announced on our facebook page.

FOR QUESTIONS CALL MICHELLE 
SKENDER OR MESSAGE US ON 
FACEBOOK.

Series Sponsored by Jackson Co. Expo 5D Barrel, 
3D Poles, and All- Around ALL Races will run in 

the Isola arena on a standard pattern.

1. April 30th
2. May 13th
3. May 14th
4. June 3rd
5. July 29th
6. July 30th
7. August 12th
8. August 27th
9. September 16th
10. September 24thUP
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which her mother coaches. She loves rafting, snow skiing, aerial 
silks, cheer, basketball, and dance. Snuggling with her animals or 
her parents is her preferred quiet time activity. She attends school 
at New Hope Christian School (NHCS) and loves her teachers 
and classmates. From home, she runs her own business, Katelynn’s 
Krafts. She knows she is part mermaid and enjoys swimming 
with her mom with their mermaid tails.

These fab four prefer to be together as they enjoy the 
outdoors. Whether they are skiing, snowboarding, rafting, 
snorkeling, or surfing, they love to hang out. 

Through the years, Heather has volunteered and hosted large 
community events and fundraisers, worked with the Josephine 
County Sheriff and City Police K-9 units, and helped with several 
Breast Cancer events. She has shared her talents with the Taste 
of Grants Pass, where fourteen local restaurants provided taste 
testers. The event provided the opportunity for many attendees to 
enter the storefronts of the restaurants and spread the word about 
the wonderful cuisine offered by our local restaurants. 

Just recently, Heather started the first cheer/dance program 
at NHCS. She is a past cheer coach for Grants Pass Youth 
Cheer (GPYC). She has huge plans, dreams, and goals for the 

The Martinez Family

Meet Your Neighbors

new program. The plans include creating a cheer/dance program 
at New Hope Christian School. It will network the cheer 
teams throughout every aspect of the school and community. 
River Valley Appraisal sponsors several youth sports teams and 
programs. They also sponsor national programs such as St Jude 
and Children’s Miracle Network.

The Martinez family loves living in Grants Pass. It is part 
of their heart and soul. They look forward to many more years of 
memories and growth in this wonderful community.
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(541) 237-0030
1891 NE 7th St. Grants Pass, ORFor the month of August, bring in this 

ad and receive a FREE optomap retinal 
screening with your exam (Value of $39)

Experience Modern Eye Care
Central Eyes Optometry offers comprehensive 

eye care services and in-demand lenses and 

frames to Grants Pass and the surrounding 

communities. Call us to schedule the quality 

vision care you deserve.

April Napier, OD, FAAO Barrett Napier, OD

• Lenses & Frames
• Comprehensive Eye Exams

• Pediatric Exams
• Emergency Eye Care 

• Medical and Diabetic Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment

WE ALSO SPECIALIZE IN:
• Myopia (near-sighted) control

• Specialty contact lenses
• Orthokeratology

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!Vision Care & Products

www.CentralEyesOptometry.com

If you are experiencing these symptoms, 
contact us to schedule an appointment!

Are you suffering from dry eye?

Burning Scratchy Irritation

Dryness Red Eyelids Gritty Sensation

Light sensitivity Eye Fatigue Itching

Stinging Watery Eyes Blurry Vision

Foreign Body Sensation

Business Spotlight

Pregnancy Care Center

P regnancy Care Center of 

Grants Pass has operated as 

an accredited non-profit in 

Josephine County since 1988 with more 

than forty-eight thousand individuals 

served. Services are provided free of 

charge to all and include pregnancy 

testing, options counseling, nurse 

consultations, limited OB ultrasound, 

connections to local and national 

resources, parenting classes, school 

presentations encouraging positive sexual 

health decisions, and recovery classes 

for those who are struggling from a past 

abortion experience.

In June of last year, Pregnancy 
Center of the Illinois Valley, which had 
operated over the previous 35 years in Cave 
Junction, became part of Pregnancy Care 
Center of Grants Pass. The Cave Junction 
center is currently open Monday through 
Wednesday with licensed nurses meeting 
with those who are pregnant. We’ve seen 
increased appointments and parenting class 
participation from those residing in the area 
and all medical services now operate under 
medical director Dr. Jon Ermshar.

 We are excited to also announce that 
construction of a roughly 8,000 square 
foot building has begun next to the 
current Grants Pass facility on 8th and L 
Street. This project will provide further 
support to mothers, fathers, teenagers, 
and others in the community by adding 
an auditorium and kitchen for parenting 
and other classes/events, conference 
rooms to support other free Pregnancy 
Care Center program services, a larger 
boutique and storage space to provide 
increased supplies to new parents, and 

10 additional offices. The project will 
also include 20 additional onsite parking 
spaces. The new building will allow the 
current facility located at 714 SE 8th 
Street to be used entirely for medical 
services to further support pregnant 
women and their children.

 All Pregnancy Care Center services 
have and will continue to be 100% 
supported through individuals, churches, 
businesses, and private foundations. 
Thank you to those of you who make this 
vital work possible!

 Cave Junction

New building groundbreaking happened on June 7th Construction of new building has started
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> centennial.edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones is celebrating 
100 years of partnership

While much has changed at Edward Jones over the last 
100 years, one thing remains the same: our commitment 
to your financial journey. We're proud to enter our 
second century of helping to create brighter futures for 
our clients and their families.

Susie Atondo 
Financial Advisor
116 Ne Steiger St 
Grants Pass, OR 97526-1312 
541-476-7790

Get started with this 
Body Balancing Program

I help moms leverage the power of BREATH

Eliminate Pain | Increase Strength | Thrive Postpartum

Learn how to restore balance within your body with 
the only CERTIFIED POSTURAL RESTORATION 

PRACTITIONER (PRC) in the Rogue Valley

Dr. Deanna Elliott, helps dismantle the myths 
and fears around pregnancy and postpartum. 

Together we can make a unique plan to 
incorporate movement and breath. Why wait until 

after you are done having children to eliminate that 
pain? I teach busy mothers how to eliminate their 
anxiety while pregnant, postpartum and beyond!

(541) 237 - 4136
www.centeredphysicaltherapy.com

Instagram: @centeredpt

Deanna Elliott, PT, DPT, PRC
Prenatal, Pregnancy and Postpartum Specialist

132 NE Savage St, Grants Pass, OR

HARD WORKING, HONEST & 
READY TO HELP YOU WITH THE 
SERVICE & PERSONAL ATTENTION 
YOU DESERVE.

kendon@kendonleet.com
KendonLeet.com
541-660-7996

Oregon’s Finest Honey
Local • Pure • Raw

SHOP NOW!
noahsbees.com
(541) 254-4052
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Family
Maternity
Portraits

Lifestyle
Newborn
Weddings

destinyjanephotography@gmail.com 

@destinyjanephotos

Contact me to schedule your photoshoot today!

Awesome Athlete

Jocelyn Pitzak

O ur Awesome Athlete this month 

is a passionate, driven and 

determined dancer who started 

the sport fourteen years ago at the young 

age of three. Say hello to seventeen-year-

old Grants Pass Highschool and GP Flex 

student and phenomenal athlete, Jocelyn 

Pitzak! She is a young athlete with an 

inspiring work ethic, who is a dedicated 

teammate and an outstanding performer. 

Jocelyn currently dances with Fusion 
Force Dance Team which practices 
at Fusion Dance Academy under the 
direction of team coach Kimberly Awbrey. 
Her dedication to dance and conditioning 
herself as an athlete has given her many 
unique and special opportunities to 
allow her talents to grow. Her efforts do 
not go unnoticed, and she has received 
the accolades and honors of earning the 
Tremaine Dance Scholarship, Hollywood 
Connection Icon Runner Up, HC Teen 
Company audition invitations, and many 
adjudicated awards in Tap, Hip-Hop, 
Contemporary, Jazz and Musical Theatre 

by Melissa Strand

at competitions. She has had the exciting 
opportunities to travel for dance, including 
going to San Diego for Nationals, 
Seattle and Portland for competitions, 
a trip to Disneyland and performing at 
the Hollywood Connection Nationals. 
She has had the exciting opportunity 
to learn from many famous teachers at 
competitions, which have been memorable 

have a special bond and have become 
like a second family to her. Her favorite 
memory or moment as a dancer was 
roasting marshmallows with her team at 
a competition just having fun, relaxing 
and being together. Jocelyn feels she has 
learned many important life lessons as 
a dancer, and in general, being a young 
student athlete. She feels especially 

grateful for the discipline, perseverance, 
loyalty, and grit dance has instilled in her, 
which are all qualities that will take her 
very far in life on and off the stage. The 
show must go on and Jocelyn showed 
incredible perseverance when she once 
won scholarships while dancing on a 
broken toe with a concussion! At the 
young age of seventeen, her dedication 

and perspective on what it takes to be a 
successful athlete is admirable. Her advice 
for someone interested in dancing would 
be that “it takes a lot of dedication and 
hard work, but if you are up for it, it’s 
truly amazing”, says Jocelyn. She is driven 
and motivated and has big dreams for her 
dance career. Anything is possible for this 
Amazing Athlete!and educational experiences. One of 

her favorites and most unforgettable is 
working with Lindsley Allen who is a 
founder of the PussyCat Dolls. Her idol in 
dance is Prima Ballerina Natalia Osipova, 
who she feels is incredibly talented and 
inspiring. 

Jocelyn’s favorite element of dance 
is that her dance team and teachers 
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Kruse Control Yard Care, LLC is 
promoting our quality landscape 

maintenance. Our company 
stands above the competition 

because we understand the needs 
of our clients in Grants Pass, OR.

(541) 787-3125
krusecontrolyardcarellc.business.site

(541) 474-0302
cavemanfence.com

cavemanfence@gmail.com

Caveman Fence & Fabrication, Inc. 
1080 SE M St Grants Pass, OR

GOOD FENCES 
MAKE GOOD 
NEIGHBORS!

CIMBERLY LEWIS
License # 201225974
(541) 646-4505

We are dedicated REALTORS® 
who always put the needs of our 

clients first. We work with the latest 
technology to help people buy and sell 

property as efficiently as possible.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS IN OREGON

Petable Pet

Elliot

THE BASICS
How did Elliot get his/her name and 
does it have any significance?
We google search good bearded 
dragon names and read them all till 
we agreed

Does Elliot have a nickname?
Elli Belly

How old is Elliot?
He will be 2 in August

What type of animal or breed is 
Elliot? Bearded dragon

What is Elliot’s gender? We think 
male but really aren’t positive

When and how did you get Elliot? 
We got him in September of 2021 
after a coast camping trip where 
Sawyere fell in love with chasing 
blue belly lizards. His dad went 
to Primeval Pets as soon as we 
got home and saw Elliot, with the 
coolest colors and had us come 
meet him in Medford to pick him 
up before he was chosen by another 
family.

Who are the other family members, 
including you? Sawyere, Rielynn, 
mom (Tori), dad (Royce)

FAVORITES
What is Elliot’s favorite treat?
Blue hornworms and basil

What is Elliot’s favorite toy? He likes 
hanging around on his hammock in 
the shaded side of his terrarium

How protective is Elliot about you? 
He’s only protective of his food

What is your funniest memory of 
Elliot? When I tried putting him 
back in his terrarium he jumped out. 
He wasn’t done running free.

Do you have any other funny stories 
to share? One time Elliot was on 
dads shoulder while he was sitting 
on the couch, then all of the sudden 
he jumped over the back of the 
couch and the sofa table and belly 
flopped on the floor behind us.

What is the hardest thing about 
being a pet owner? Taking apart his 
terrarium and making sure it stays 
clean.

What is the most rewarding thing 
about being a pet owner? Getting to 
say we have a unique pet, a bearded 
dragon.

Is there anything else we should 
know about Elliot? We get to tell 
people that Elliot is one of the last 
descendants of dinosaurs.

What is Elliot’s favorite game? 
Running in the grass, on a warm 
sunny day, eating clovers

What is your favorite thing to 
do together? Holding him and 
pretending he’s a little baby

Do you go outdoors? If yes, where is 
your favorite place to go together? 
Out in our grass field, but only when 
it’s sunny and filled with clovers to 
snack on

MORE INFO
Is Elliot spoiled? How much?
Yes, very spoiled, he only eats 
organic vegetables, preferably 
mustard greens.

Do you stylize Elliot? During 
holidays we like to try to dress him 
up for pictures

What’s the best thing about Elliot? 
His colors and how easy he is to 
take care of.

What is the naughtiest thing Elliot 
has ever done? He poops whenever 
he wants, even when it’s on one of 
his humans.

Have you ever taught Elliot any 
tricks? If yes, what is it? No

Does Elliot have any special talents 
or unusual quirks? He likes to go 
into brumation more than he likes 
to be awake and moving. Usually 
bearded dragons only go into 
brumation in the winter. Brumation 
is a hibernation-like state.

22  23  Your Local Community Magazine August 2023   GRANTS PASS



Business Spotlight

Noah’s Bees

A s a youngster, Noah Clipp was 

fascinated by bees. He grew up 

in a large family that consumed 

a great deal of honey, and when Noah’s 

parents mentioned that one of the kids 

should look into beekeeping, his interest 

was piqued. Noah was just 13 when he 

purchased his first hive, and although he 

was ambitious and determined, he was 

ultimately unaware of the difficulty of 

keeping bees. “I embarked on a journey of 

learning about something I had no idea 

would become a life-long pursuit and 

my career,” Noah shares. Throughout his 

teens, Noah apprenticed with beekeepers 

and learned the trade. In his 20s, Noah 

and his wife Kaylene married. The pair 

understood the importance of honeybees 

in their community, propelling them to 

start Noah’s Bees together. The couple’s 

three children help out in little ways 

with the bee work while learning about 

business operations. 

Noah’s Bees is a full-range bee 
business, offering honey and honey-
related products. They also sell bees and 
supply pollination services to orchard and 
grove owners. The business’s bee hives 
are strategically placed in various places 

around the valley, where they pollinate 
native blackberries, wild tree blossoms, 
and wildflowers. This hive placement also 
ensures that the best nectar is collected 
and that the bees arrive at the right flavors 
for the palate. 

by Alexandra Hruz

Noah and his family are dedicated 
to providing local, raw, pure, and natural 
products to enhance health and helping 
others experience nature as they cultivate 
their own hives. Noah’s Bees has a variety 
of high-quality honey products; they sell 
classic blackberry and wildflower honey 
and also offer unique honey products, 
including infused honeys with flavors 
like vanilla, lavender, habanero, and 
cinnamon. Noah spent years breeding 
the right genetics into his bees so they 
would survive and thrive in the Grants 
Pass region, reflecting what he’s learned 
over the years. Noah explains that 
the community has been particularly 
impactful in this endeavor of nurturing 
honeybees and keeping the art of backyard 
beekeeping alive. As a beekeeper and the 
president of Southern Oregon Beekeepers 
Association (SOBA), Noah has made 
it his mission to enhance knowledge of 
beekeeping through creative and hands-

on education so that hobbyists can be 
successful at maintaining and growing 
their hives. He’s also focused on promoting 
good health and explains that honey 
products enhance health and provide an 
alternative to processed sugars. Also, many 
medicines are made from bee products, 
and raw honey supports seasonal allergies 
and is helpful during the cold season. 

Since opening eight years ago, Noah’s 
Bees has been flourishing. And even 
though managing hundreds of hives is 
challenging, Noah feels invigorated by the 
work. “Bees are such creative, intelligent, 
beautiful, and productive creatures,” he 
says. “Partnering with them to bring the 
world beneficial products that delight 
and heal gives me joy.” Moving forward, 
Noah and his family aim to reach as many 
people as they can with their products, 
provide education about beekeeping, and 
spread awareness of the importance of 
nurturing honeybees.
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Local Event

The Social Mixer

1660 Redwood Ave , Grants Pass, OR, United States, Oregon

Website: www.Dtechboats.com 
Facebook: @dtechcustomaluminumboats

We strive to be the best 
aluminum boat builder in 

the industry. We fabricate 
everything you can dream!

541-295-5940
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The Real Estate Rumble

Address	 List Price	 Sold Price	 Bedrooms	 Bathrooms	 Square Feet	 Status

1630 NW Olmar Drive	 $1,399,000	 	 5	 4	 5,597	 Active

285 Avenue De Teresa	 $1,275,000	  	 4	 3	 2,314	 Pending

1240 Wineteer Lane	 $1,299,000		  4	 4	 4,374	 Active

621 River Circle	 $969,000		  3	 3	 2,539	 COMING SOON

150 NW Native Run Loop	 $695,000		  3	 2	 2,340 	 Pending

2821 S River Road	 $635,000		  3	 2	 2,272	 Active

1222 SE Allenwood	 $629,000		  3	 3	 3,150	 Active

1634 NW F Street	 $618,000	 	 3	 3	 1,893	 Active

142 NW Native Run Loop	 $590,000	  	 3	 2	 2,185	 Active

1036 NW Starlite	 $584,000		  5	 4	 2,856	 Active

703 NW Amelia Drive	 $559,900	 	 5	 3	 3,313	 Active

236 Twisted Pine Drive	 $559,000	 	 3	 2	 2,080	 Active

This real estate information has been obtained by sources deemed reliable by The Social Publication. Agent did not participate in all of these sales. Please contact a local real estate agent for more information.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS IN OREGON

TYLER MIKELS
License # 201234083
(541) 450-2977

JOLENA MIKELS
License #201233860
(541) 727-1877

• 1867 Williams Highway #282, Grants Pass, Oregon• teammikels.com

• tyler@fordrealestatepros.com• jolena@fordrealestatepros.com

We are dedicated REALTORS®
who always put the needs of our 

clients first. We work with the latest 
technology to help people buy and 

sell property as efficiently as possible.

(541)-471-2700
1201 Redwood Ave, 
Grants Pass, Oregon

Bring a picture of this 
ad to our deli, and 
get $2 off of any 
sandwich.

Providing The Kitchen & 
Bathrooms of Your Dreams

TRUE QUALITY - BEAUTIFUL, FUNCTIONAL SPACES

(541) 955-4884 | showroom@kadesigns.net
1470 S.E. M st. Unit 2E, Located in the M st. Industrial Park

GGIIVVEE  YYOOUURR  
FFLLOOOORRSS  AA  

FFRREESSHH  LLOOOOKK

Clean Floors Make 
Beautiful Homes
Partner with Dust Plus 
Cleaning and Carpet 
Care when you need:

• Carpet cleaning services
• Tile and grout cleaning 

services
• Upholstery cleaning 

services
• Carpet stretching services

(541) 660-5143 
CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE
dustpluscarpetcleaning.com
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kenna.adams@thesocialpublication.com

Nominate Your Neighbors
We are looking for more families, kids, 
athletes, pets, community events, and story 
ideas to feature in our upcoming issues.

@socialpub_grantspass

ADVERTISE WITH US
Send an email to:

admin@thesocialpublication.com

A T  E P O C H  E V E N T S ,  W E ’ R E  C O M M I T T E D  T O  E F F E C T I V E  A N D  O R G A N I Z E D
E V E N T  P L A N N I N G .  D E D I C A T E D  T O  M A N A G I N G  S P E C I A L  C E L E B R A T I O N S ,

E N S U R I N G  T H E  V I S I O N  A N D  S C H E M E  A R E  E X E C U T E D  P R O P E R L Y .
 

 W H A T E V E R  Y O U R  V I S I O N ,  W E  B E L I E V E  I N  C R E A T I N G  U N I Q U E  M O M E N T S
T H A T  I N S P I R E .  O U R  C R E A T I V E  E N E R G Y  I S  D E D I C A T E D  T O  M A K I N G  Y O U R

E V E N T  YOURS .

SCAN HERE

WWW.EPOCHEVENTCOORDINATING.COM

DON’S BIKE CENTER
est.            ‘96

201 SW G St
(541) 471-3494
donsbikecenter.com

I love everything in the building industry. Real Estate, which is working with housing and 
people, fits me perfectly. Finding my clients a home that truly fits their needs, is very 
gratifying. Whether you are selling, buying or looking for an investment, I work hard, 
giving you straight forward, honest information to help you make the best decision.

Call, text or email me anytime! I am here to answer your questions and to help you 
however I can.

101 E. Park St., Grants Pass, OR 97527
idealbrokersre.com

LYNN FAULEY | 541-761-0013
lynnfauley@gmail.com
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Life Lives Better At The Suites! 
Can it really be different? More than just maintenance free, at The 

Suites...Assisted Living and Memory Care comes to life! Our emphasis 
on exceptional well-being is evident in the options available to you and 

it’s easy to live life to the fullest with our dedicated and talented staff 
ready to serve you. It can be different... Let The Suites show you how.

Tel: (541) 955-9115
Fax: (541) 955-9591

www.thesuitesassistedliving.com
administrator@thesuitesassistedliving.com

Jena Heth
Branch Manager
NMLS #232765

541-218-5156
Jena@DiversityHL.com

Christine Lowe
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #214532

541-659-8838
Christine@DiversityHL.com

Cody Prose
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #2037520

541-761-5952
Cody@DiversityHL.com

Joe Snook
Sales Manager
NMLS #1672527

541-226-8235
Joe@DiversityHL.com

Contact Us To Learn More!

All applications are subject to underwriting guidelines and approval. Not all programs available in all areas. Rates and terms 
are subject to change without notice. This form may not be reproduced. Mountain West Financial and the mountain logo 
are registered trademarks of Mountain West Financial, Inc. Mountain West Financial, Inc. DBA Diversity Home Lending. 
Oregon Mortgage Lender License #ML-5112. NMLS# 164497. rv 2/23

All applications are subject to underwriting guidelines and approval. Not all programs available in all areas. Rates and terms 
are subject to change without notice. This form may not be reproduced. Mountain West Financial and the mountain logo 
are registered trademarks of Mountain West Financial, Inc. Mountain West Financial, Inc. DBA Diversity Home Lending. 
Oregon Mortgage Lender License #ML-5112. NMLS# 164497. rv 2/23

Owning a home is more
affordable than you think.
We have a wide variety of
options for affordable housing,
,rst-time homebuyers, and 
zero down payment.

With over 30 years of experience and a wide variety of loan options, we are industry 
leaders in Affordable Housing. Find out how we can help you own a home. 

Afford Your Dream Home 


