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CYNOYURE'

C STREET DENTAL @

ACCEPTING

* Family Dentistry
VOTED FAVORITE « Same day Crowns

DENTIST - Allgners

» Cosmetic Dentistry
IN THE ROGUE - Emergencies

VALLEY

‘P()TENZA

RF MICRONEEDLING

(541) 237-5575 * info@cstreetdental.com * www.cstreetdental.com

Devin Nelson, DMD

Experience Matters — Gascade | Sothebys

Hasson | ineanamionad ReaLTy

Curious about Your Home's Value in Today's Market? The Venuti Group
Give us a call for your FREE market analysis!

KEYNA MEIVES MATTHEW MEIVES NICHOLE EVANS

Principal Broker, CRS ~ Broker Broker

Wake up your skin’s NATURAL COLLAGEN

natlons
lending

Beautiful skin starts here...

gﬁt’fl?eer.r?g::gon Homes.com AeStheUSpa

Laser & Wellness Center
1246 NE 7th St., Suite C, Grants Pass e www.aesthetispagp.com e 541.479.9772

ALL BROKERS LICENSED IN THE STATE OF OREGON. EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY .




Out & About

Calendar Picks

Summer Market
EVERY FRIDAY | 9 AM - 1PM
Murphy Outdoor Market
6890 Williams Hwy

Phocus Soccer Summer Camp
JULY 10 -14

Dutch Bros Soccer Complex

926 Redwood Ave, Grants Pass

Jackson County Fair
THU, JUL 13 - FRI, JUL 14
Jackson County Expo

1 Peninger Rd, Central Point, OR

Lavender Festival

FRI, JUL 14|11 AM -SUN, JUL16|7 PM

Hummingbird Creek Bistro Beer & Wine Gardens
625 Red Mountain Dr

Three Rivers Vendors Fair and
Food Truck Festival

FRI, JUL 21- JUL 23| STARTING AT 9 AM
JOCO Fairgrounds

1451 Fairgrounds Rd

“Zoo Train” Kindermusik Playdate
SAT, JUL 22|11 AM-12 PM

Music4Kids

141 NW C St

Car Swap Meet

SUN, JUL 23,| 8 AM-3 PM
Josephine County Fairgrounds
1451 Fairgrounds Rd

Lost and Found Theatre Camp

JUL 24-AUG 4|9 AM - 3 PM | SHOW DAY AUGUST 5TH
New Hope Christian Schools

5961 New Hope Rd

From protecting your home, to preparing for your future,
let’s discuss options to meet your needs.

Megan Gerard

Insurance & Financial Representative
1246 NE 7th St Ste D

Grants Pass, OR 97526-1440
www.countryfinancial.com/megan.gerard
megan.gerard@countryfinancial.com
(541)956-0299

Nicol Elsasser

Insurance Agent

1246 NE 7th St Ste D

Grants Pass, OR 97526-1440
www.countryfinancial.com/nicol.elsasser
nicol.elsasser@countryfinancial.com
(541)956-0299

Home insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company?®, Bloomington, IL. COUNTRY

0621-107MM_25765-3/30/2023
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Tim Mikels Publishing Director
! tim.mikels@thesocialpublication.com

Tyler Mikels Publishing Director
tylermikels@thesocialpublication.com

Michelle Campbell
Publishing Assistant
4 admin@thesocialpublication.com

Kenna Adams
Content Director

Rex Mulholland
Creative Director
Destiny Poythress
Photographer

Kelcie Ragsdale
Photographer

Krystal Creviston
Editor
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR:

« Community Contributors  « Resident Contributors
« Resident Writers + Junior Writers

» Photographers

email us: admin@thesocialpublication.com

Meet.Your Neighbors
The Vargas Family

al
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Coco and Brighton
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sRroject Youth Plus

22 Business Spotlight
The Glass Forge
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Dr. Brent D. Erickson DMD, MS ),

Grants Pass Orthodontics is a household
name in our community. We see patients
of all ages and have helped children,
teens and adults enjoy beautiful new and
functioning smiles for generations. Dr.
Erickson and his team are dedicated to
providing outstanding orthodontic care
in Grants Pass, Oregon, and do so
through professional, personalized

services. |

N Perfect time _~

to schedule your

—_ FREE —_

Consult
<~ WITHDR. E \

/|\

First Orthodontic Visit

Your first visit at our office is very important
in establishing your orthodontic baseline.
Our orthodontist will perform a complete
oral evaluation, which includes an analysis
of:

¢ Occlusion (bite)

e Tooth integrity and position

e Skeletal formation

We will also perform a thorough
radiographic analysis with panoramic and
cephalometric X-rays, as well as a
photographic analysis.

Behind every smile is a story, and we are
thrilled to be a part of yours. Contact us
today to schedule your complimentary
consultation!

541-474-0860 859 NE 7TH ST GRANTS PASS

PUBLISHER'S NOTE

OCIA

THE

Hello Readers,

t has been almost a year since we began the Grants
Pass Publication and It has been so much fun to
grow closer to the local community members,
and businesses. We love to see you all thrive, make a
difference and give back. We appreciate our businesses,
who are the foundation that make our publication
possible. We are also grateful for the involvement of the
residents who give us nominations and ideas each month.

We are so grateful to share your stories!

So far, we have gotten to meet some of the most
incredible people and we look forward to building more
relationships in the future months. We absolutely love to
see the participation of the residents and business owners
who care so much about making living in this community
a privilege. In June, we had the opportunity to share a
wonderful evening at RoxyAnn Winery and get to know
each other just a little bit better. We got to share stories
and celebrate what makes this partnership so special.
When | think of community, | think of all the people who
come together and invest in the lives of its individuals,
families, kids, businesses.

As summer is at its height, we can only hope that we
continue to do well, make a difference each day, and

stay true to lifting one another up through positivity,

and staying involved. We hope you all keep the spirit of
freedom and thankfulness throughout this July and future
months.

Stay Social, Stay Active, Shop local and Keep it positive.

THE MIKELS BROTHERS

GATES

HOME FURNISHINGS

& SLEEP CENTER
/WY S L QF 4

y A

———— T {

NOTHING
" BETTER THAN

TREE: .

LETS MAKE YOUR
MARKETING

this summer!

OregonSigns.com | 541.474.7127
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| Business Partner Index

Accredited Medical Center
Pregnancy Care Center
(541) 479-6264

pregnancy.com

BLOGOS

Alternative & Holistic Health Services
Centered Physical
Therapy + Wellness

(541) 237-4136

centeredphysicaltherapy.com

Education
Logos Public Charter School
(541) 842-3658

logoscharter.com

Events Coordinator
Epoch Events
(541) 761-0818

epocheventcoordinating.com

il

A EwELERS

=

KRUSE CONTROL

Jeweler
Hart Jewelers
(541) 47-5543

hartjewelers.com

Landscape Maintenance
Kruse Control Yard Care
(541) 787-3125

krusecontrolyardcarellc.business.site

weds | Soeheirs

S

Real Estate

The Venuti Group at Cascade Hassan
Sotheby’s International Realty
Keyna Meives | (541) 476-9616

grantspasshomes.com

Real Estate

The Venuti Group at Cascade Hassan
Sotheby’s International Realty
Wade Squires | (541) 476-9616

grantspasshomes.com

1"5.';..,.-*.

Restaurant & Bar
Bohemian Bar & Bistro
(541) 471-7158

bohemianbarandbistro.com

Senior Living

The Suites-Assisted
Living & Memory Care
(541) 955-9115

thesuitesassistedliving.com

s Marketing
a's Bee Keeper Eye Care I-EEE" Logan Design Real Estate - Residential & Commercial Solar Installation
& .
e°? % Noah's Bees mmave  Central Eyes Optometry DESIGN (54 474-7127 m Kendon Leet Real Estate Sunshine Solar ialoub t
*g\ (541) 254-2052 A (541) 237-0030 —— oregonsigns.com e Kendon Leet | (541) 956-8582 (541) 295-8500 @socialpu _grantspass
- noahsbees.com centraleyesoptometry.com kendonleet.com sunshinesolarine.com .'o......oo.oo..o...o--oo.o.--c--oo.o.- oo’
Medical Spa
Aesthetispa Laser
Boutique Fence & Automated Gates -"-‘9'1_'}1751_5:' & Wellness Center o w :ﬁ- d
) ) Caveman Fence & - = AV it gutae
L Rainbow Baby & Kids UEMAN o (54 479-9772 : \Ye gyt &
(541) 218-8882 rEREE Fabrication Inc. aesthetispagp.com
o AT 541y 474 -0302 \
rainbowbabyco.com fence.com @
cavemantrence.c
Mortgage Broker M
/;: Diversity Home Lending
= Jena Heth | (541) 479-3377
Community Youth Services Financial Advisor diversityhl.com
it Project Youth Plus Edward Jones o ) :;I:;.-.i
YOUTH (541) 476-8146 EEoRes Susie Atondo | (541) 476-7790 = .
+
projectyouthplus.org edwardjones.com/sisie-atondo {(__,—\_\ Orthodontist B h B Y K ; ﬂ 5 B D U T { D U E
sl Grants Pass Orthodontics
; gy o o0 OPEN TUES-SAT | 10-4PM
Counseling Furniture & Matress — grantspassorthodontics.com
Southern Oregon GATES Gates Home Furnishings
Psychological Services S E 9 LOCATED DOWNTOWN

(541) 226-4396

sorpsych.com

Custom Aluminum Boats
D-Tech Custom o
2 ; =TT
‘@@E Aluminum Boats “g%
(541) 295-5940 .;".E‘ ]

dtechboats.com

Dance Studio
Southern Oregon Dance Center
(702) 768-1510

southernoregondancecenter.org

Dentist D Reig,
C Street Dental

(541) 476-4627

gatesfurniture.com

Gallery & Studio
The Glass Forge
(541) 955-0815

glassforge.com

Graphic Design
Orion Graphic Design
(541) 787-0006

oriongraphicdesign.com

Horse Trainer

High Roller

\
3
f

g%

Painting Services
Grants Pass Painting
(541) 955-8888

grantspasspaint.com

Photographer
Kelcie Jean Photography
(541) 287-1002

kelciejeanphotography.com

Photographer
Destiny Jane Photography
(541) 944-2181

destinyjanephotography.com

Real Estate

GOOD FENCES
MAKE.GOOD

(541) 474-0302

cavemanfence.com
cavemanfence@gmail.com

_;ﬁtﬁlf:lr_ Devin Nelson | (541) 237-5575 Performance Horses @EPRQ Ferd Real E§tate
cstreetdental.com fufsmsniizs (775) 762-6105 et Cimberly Lewis Caveman Fence & Fabrication, Inc'!‘
(541) 646-4505 1080 SE M St Grants Pass, OR
Dentist
Pastrell, Buchanan, Insurance Agent Real Estate
& Hartzell Dentistry <> Country Financial [7JFORD Ford Real Estat.e
Dr. Justin Buchanan Nicol Elsasser | (541) 956-0299 ¥amlmer  Tyler & JoLena Mikels

(547) 476-4199

gpdentalteam.com

_.f:f- Design/Home Staging
nﬁé‘ll Dwell House &
'rz,:r 7 (541) 295-8228 StateFarm

dwellhouserealestate.com

countryfinancial.com/nicol.elsasser

Insurance Agent
State Farm
Nicole Whitcomb | (541) 474-2800

nicolewhitcombinsurance.com

it

(541) 450-2977

teammikels.com

Real Estate

Sherri Scott Real Estate
Sherri Scott

(541) 660-8739

sherriscottrealestate.com

131 SW G ST.
FOLLOW US!

f8G

EHAINBOWBABYKIDSCO | RAIMBOWBABYCO . COM
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MARLA QUINTANA Aesthetispa Laser & Wellness Center

Marla, a long time native of Southern Oregon, has raised four
children in Grants Pass with her husband, Max. A nurse for over 38
years, she has practiced aesthetic nursing for the past 15 years.
Marla is the owner of AesthetiSpa Laser and Wellness Center and
believes in building an enduring and rewarding relationship with her
clients and community, through knowledge and superior service.

DEVIN NELSON C Street Dental

Devin Nelson, his wife Lena, and 5 kids have lived in Grants
Pass since 2016. Before becoming a dentist, Devin had a
unique job in Arizona as a mascot for the Phoenix Suns. He
received his undergraduate at BYU and his doctorate in
dental medicine (DMD) from the Arizona School of Dental and
Oral Health (ASDOH). His dental practice treats all areas of
dentistry including cosmetic & aesthetics, oral surgery, crown
& bridge restoration, preventive, and emergency dentistry.

SUSIE ATONDO Edward Jones

Born and raised in Grants Pass, Susie Atondo has been a
financial advisor since 2006. She works with multi-generational
families to develop unique strategies for wealth transfer,

and with business owners in creating strategies for business
succession, portfolio construction, and tax reduction. She
married her husband, Paul, in 2001 and they have three children,
Luci, Penny, and Finn. They enjoy hiking and going to the beach.

SHERYL ZIMMERER Logos Public Charter School

Since 2017, Sheryl Zimmerer has served as the Executive Director
for Logos Public Charter School, the largest, non-virtual charter
school in the state of Oregon. Under her leadership, the K-12
school that serves Jackson and Josephine County students has
reported its highest graduation rate ever (95%) and has been
voted one of the best non-profits to work for in Oregon 5 years
in a row. Since her daughters have grown up, she now lives in
Talent with her husband in the house they rebuilt after the 2020
Oregon Almeda wildfire with their two spoiled golden retrievers.

CHRISTINE LOWE Diversity Home Lending

Born and raised in the Southern Oregon area, Christine
Lowe absolutely loves enjoying the outdoor beauty we
have here. With 25 years in the mortgage industry, ensuring
that you make the right choice for you and your family is
her goal and she is committed to providing her customers
with mortgage services that exceed their expectations.

BEKAH NUGENT Dwell House

Bekah is a licensed real estate broker, certified home stager
and principal of Dwell House. Bekah loves houses, design and
real estate. At 21 years old in between college classes her
and her husband, Matt, worked hard to transform a 1960’s
house into their first investment property. After years in
corporate marketing and branding she started Dwell House.
In her free time you’ll see her cheering on the sideline of a
soccer field, boating, hiking Dollar Mountain, sponsoring local
makers and hosting some kind of party or event somewhere.

@ Your Local Community Magazine

NICOL ELSASSER Country Financia

Nicol Elsasser is a long-time resident of Grants Pass, Oregon

and loves the beautiful valley we live in. This is why working in an
industry that helps guide, support and protect people and their
families in our community, is important to her. Being an agent with
Country Financial Insurance for the last 5 years, she has been able
to do just that and that is what makes her love what she does.

BRENT ERICKSON DMD, MS IN ORTHODONTICS

Grants Pass Orthodontics

Born and raised in Grants Pass, Dr. Brent D. Erickson has been
practicing in the Grants Pass area since 2015. His goal as an
orthodontist is to create long-lasting smiles in a comfortable
environment and to give confidence with joy. When not at the
office, he enjoys adventuring with his wife, Ashley, their four
kids and dog, Timber, doing all things outdoors, playing soccer
and golf, going snowboarding, and playing video games.

JENA HETH Diversity Home Lending

Jena Heth and her family have been Grants Pass residents for
the past 19 years. Her husband is quite the fisherman, so this
is a perfect place to live. She has been in lending for 30 years
and has seen so much change in the industry. What she loves
most about her profession is her clients, some of whom have
become dear friends. It's a profession based on knowledge
and trust and her clients know she is always there for them.

WADE SQUIRES The Venuti Group at Cascade Hasson
Sotheby’s International Realty

Wade Squires, owner of The Venuti Group, became a
realtor in 2016 after spending over 10 years in construction
as a lead carpenter, building new homes and performing
extensive remodels. It was there he learned the value of
communication, and as a realtor, he has continued to
make this a top priority. Whatever your real estate needs
are, Wade would be happy to help you achieve your goals!

DEANNA ELLIOT Centered Physical Therapy + Wellness

In 2018 Deanna started Centered Physical Therapy &
Wellness, where physical therapy is integrated in a holistic
manner to help heal the body at the root of its problem.
Specializing in women’s health, she has dedicated her
time to helping mothers restore balance prenatally,
during pregnancy and postpartum. Although her passion
resides in pre-conception, where “all the magic” happens.

KEYNA MEIVES The Venuti Group at Cascade Hasson
Sotheby’s International Realty

A Licensed Realtor since 2000 and owner of The Venuti
Group, Keyna Meives is a seasoned realty enthusiast. Her
optimistic and joyful countenance makes her a delight to
work with and has contributed to her being a consistent
top producer in her market area. She loves spending time
exploring the outdoors with her husband and three children.

NEWS | EVENTS | INFORMATION (541) 842 3658

Logos is an accredited, free, public school serving K-12th grade students across Jackson and Josephine Counties.
Started as a small school in 2010, it has grown to the largest non-virtual charter school in Oregon. It's no wonder with
a 95% graduation rate and our personalized learning approach that families love Logos. Our free choice-based public

school program is personalized with an individualized curriculum, exciting campus classes, and access to classes or

clubs in the community. In a traditional high school, time is the constant and learning is the variable. At Logos, we
strive for learning to be the constant and time to be the variable. Time to create a program that stirs the interest and
passion in a student to become a lifelong learner. Logos is truly innovation in education from kindergarten to career!

Visit Us at www.logoscharter.com

INNOVATIVE EDUCATION KINDERGARTEN TO COLLEGE or CAREER

Logos Public Charter School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, disability, or age of its programs or activities.

\great reason :.to'.,

Dr. Peter Pastrell

PASTRELL
BUCHANAN
&HARTZELL

PERSONAL CARE FOR YOUR MOST INCREDIBLE SMILE

The best dentistry is patient centered. By learning your goals, respecting your
concerns, and exploring all treatment options, Dr. Peter Pastrell, Dr. Justin
Buchanan, and Dr. Chad Hartzell ensure every visit will have you smiling!

Dr. Justin Buchanan Dr. Chad Hartzell

‘Everyone at this office is very kind and understanding. I am
very happy with the service my family has received from this office
over the last 5 years. I would highly recommend to all my friends
and family to come here for dental appointments.” ~Rocki M

(541) 476-4199 | 1050 SW Grandview Ave Grants Pass, OR 97527




Meet Your Neighbors « The Vargas Family

ﬁ by Melissa Strand

osé and Kylee Vargas like

to say they had “chemistry”

when they first met. They met

while attending chemistry

class at Grants Pass High
School when José was a junior and
Kylee was a freshman, and they were
assigned as lab partners. But sparks didn't
immediately fly for this pair. They had very
different work ethics, so Kylee requested to
switch lab partners their second semester.
They lost connection and didn’t really
interact until a few years later when they
became close friends, and eventually real
“chemistry” between the pair started to
form and they began dating. In January of
2009, they got engaged in Mexico where
Kylee was meeting some of José’s family
for the first time. That June they were
married at a friend’s house on the Rogue
River. They split time between working and
going to college to finish their degrees and
had their son Silas (8) in 2014, one month
after José finished his master’s degree in
Education. Their daughter Abby (6) was
born in spring of 2016, and they got their
black double doodle “pup” in June of 202],

who has completed their family.

'The Vargas family has lived in their
current family friendly neighborhood for
the past eight years in a 1990’s subdivision

within walking distance of a park. Before

a small, rural community in Mexico near
Guadalajara, and moved to Oregon when
he was 15 with his dad and some of his
siblings. Kylee has lived in Grants Pass
her whole life. They both graduated from
Grants Pass High School and Rogue
Community College (RCC). José went

on to get his masters from Southern
Oregon University and Kylee got her
bachelor’s from Oregon Health and
Science University. José teaches Spanish
at South Medford High School, including
AP Spanish Literature and Spanish 4/5.
When he’s not working, José loves playing
soccer and basketball. Kylee works part-
time as a registered nurse. She is also an
adjunct instructor at RCC Table Rock
campus for their nursing program. When
not working as a nurse, Kylee enjoys
homeschooling their kids, or having coftee
with friends and spending time with
family.

They speak lovingly about their two
kids, Silas and Abby. Silas is extremely
outgoing and loves people. He is smart,
curious, silly, persistent, a storyteller
and a great friend. He loves to be with
friends and play sports, and really enjoys a
good snowball fight. He played soccer at

Oregon Futbol Academy in the fall and
will play basketball in the winter. Abby is
more reserved in public spaces but is witty
and playful when she’s with people she
knows. She is smart, creative, kind, and
thoughtful. She is funny and can really
make the whole family laugh with a good
play on words or a pun. She loves to draw,
watch movies, and play with her brother.
She is a dancer and wishes she could be in
dance classes every day. They both like to

read and draw and are taking music classes

at Music 4 Kids where they have been
introduced to several instruments. Both
kids are learning to be bilingual, and José
only speaks to them in Spanish to cultivate
their love of the language.

The Vargas family has many favorite
restaurants they frequent for biweekly
dates and family nights out, such as
Wheelhouse Coftee, Haul, Horney Goat,
Laughing Clam, Climate City, Matzukaze,
Cultured Palate, the food trucks at
Weekend Beer Company and are always
up for desserts at House of Glory. They
are an active and busy family, and love to
go on “adventures” such as camping in the
summer, trips to Bend and the Oregon
Coast, visiting family in Mexico, and going
on hikes and paddle boarding with family
and friends. They love to watch sports as a
family, including the Oregon Ducks and
the South Medford matches, especially

when they play against Grants Pass to
show support for José’s students. After the
excitement of this past year, watching the
World Cup will become a family tradition
as well. They love weekends and you can
usually find them picking out fresh fruits
and vegetables at the Growers Market on
Saturday mornings or having family dance
parties in the living room and completing
puzzles together. On Sundays they start
out the day with German Pancakes for
breakfast, head to church, and watch The
Chosen together after. They have “snuggle
time” as a family during their weekly
movie nights, where they rotate taking
turns picking the movie and the meal for
the night, and try to ignore the messiness
of the house to just be together for some
intentional, distraction-free time, while

enjoying the close bonds of their loving

family.

> centennial.edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

CAU-14064-A-A7 Exp 12/31/2022 © 2022 Edward D. Jones & CO., L.P. All rights reserved

Edward Jones
AN -
=([00)=

Edward Jones is celebrating
100 years of partnership

While much has changed at Edward Jones over the last
100 years, one thing remains the same: our commitment
to your financial journey. We're proud to enter our
second century of helping to create brighter futures for
our clients and their families.

Susie Atondo
g Financial Advisor
v 116 Ne Steiger St
Grants Pass, OR 97526-1312
541-476-7790
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\ 7 Physical Therapy -
& Wellness -

festore a New Jovesdfalion of Heallts KRUSE CONTROL

PROFESSIONAL YARD CARE

Restore balance and harmony to your body ;
BEFORE, DURING and AFTER pregnancy. Kruse Control Yard Care, LLC is

: : promoting our quality landscape
Dr. Deanna Elliott, PT, DPT, PRC helps dismantle the
myths and fears around pregnancy and postpartum. ma I ntenance. Our com pCI ny

Together we can make a unique plan to incorporate movement
and breath. Why wait until after you are done having children H
to eliminate that pain? | teach busy mothers how to eliminate stan d sa bove the com petItIO n
because we understand the needs

their anxiety while pregnant, postpartum and beyond!
of our clients in Grants Pass, OR.

Deanna Fllioll, PI DPI PRC

Prenatal, Pregnancy and Postpartum Specialist

(541) 237 - 4136

www.centeredphysicaltherapy.com
Instagram: @centeredpt
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el =JFORD
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Body Balancing Program Postural Resteration Certified

BB LVE NI LTS COr MEMPEERICTT AL

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS IN OREGON

We are dedicated REALTORS®
who always put the needs of our

" . ..

|ncreaS|ng opportunltles for yOUth to clients first. We work with the latest
1 i 1 1" technology to help people buy and sell

thrive in school, careers, and life. CIMBERLY LEWIS

property as efficiently as possible.

) D o |~ @ NATIINAL License # 201225974
W ) S m ASSOCIATION of

We are looking for more families, kids, o LY Reaios (541) 646-4505

athletes, pets, community events, and story
ideas to feature in our upcoming issues.

Send in your recommendations to:

1660 Redwood Ave , Grants Pass, OR, United States, Oregon

WE STRIVE TO BE THE BEST
ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDER IN
THE INDUSTRY. WE FABRICATE
EVERYTHING YOU CAN DREAMI

Class of 2023

Website: www.Dtechboats.com
Facebook: @dtechcustomaluminumboats

C@mgmfalafi@ms f

Project Youth+ is a tax-exempt 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization.

@ Your Local Community Magazine



Local Event

Rogue Pack Envirothon Team

Logos Public Charter School Team Wins 27th Annual Oregon
Envirothon! Team Headed to North American Envirothon in New
Brunswick, Canada this Summer, Seeking Support!

edford, OR - In a solid victory,

the ‘Rogue Pack’ Envirothon

Team from Logos Public
Charter School in Medford. won first place
overall at the 27th annual Oregon State
Envirothon held at The Oregon Garden
in Silverton. on Friday, May 5th, 2023. The
science team also had the highest scoring
‘Oral Presentation’ as well as the highest
score in the ‘Soils-Land Use’, ‘Aquatic
Ecology’, ‘Forestry’ and ‘Current Issue’

testing stations.

'This big win earns the team the right
to represent the State of Oregon in the
largest North American Environmental
Science Competition held this year in
Tantramar, New Brunswick during the
week of July 23rd, 2023.

The NCF International Envirothon
is an annual competition that reaches
over 500,000 students. The Regional,
State and International events test
students’ creative, critical-thinking, and
team-building skills in environmental
science and natural resource management.
Students demonstrate mastery by rotating
through five outdoor eco-testing-stations:
Soils/Land Use, Aquatic Ecology, Forest
Ecology, Wildlife Ecology, and a current
environmental issue (the 2023 topic is
Adapting to Climate Change). The teams
also research, prepare and deliver oral
presentations to panels of judges who
evaluate each team on problem-solving
abilities, presentation skills and realistic
application of ecology concepts. The Logos
Public Charter School Envirothon Team
has been devoting the past year to study

their GoFundMe (gofund.me/082c4ea6).

,i!’:&’,

LOGOS

brvmtar Foba o Kkt sy Canner

Logos students dominate competition

Scan to donate

Congratulations to the Logos Public Charter School Rogue Pack who dominated at the Oregon Sciences
Envirothon Competition taking 1st place in the state! These students demonstrated incredible personal E E
commitment this year and solid teamwork and leadership skills durinag our Regional and then State

Competitions. You can help them get to the International Competition in Canada in July by donating to E

and practice while working collaboratively

with local community experts to develop
practical and theoretical knowledge of
natural resource management and climate
change adaptation and mitigation.

The Logos Envirothon Team, or the
‘Rogue PackK is inviting corporate, nonprofit
and individual sponsors to provide support
for the next two months of training and
travel to the competition. Monetary
donations are most helpful, however the
team is also looking to gather “Trade Items’
that represent Oregon and the Rogue
Valley to offer other teams who will come
from across the nation and Canada to

participate in the competition.

Logos Public Charter School, Jackson
County Soil and Water Conservation
District, Oregon Forest Resource Institute,
and the Oregon Envirothon have been
assisting throughout the school year with
training expenses. However, to study, travel,
and compete in the NCF International
Envirothon Competition, the Logos Team
is asking for community assistance.

The Logos Envirothon Team was the
first southern Oregon team to win the
state competition in 2015, winning again
in 2017,2019,2022... and now this year’s
team has done it again, demonstrating their
passion and dedication to the study of our

natural resources.

“Any contribution helps and all
donations will support a group of
dedicated students build their knowledge
of Environmental Science and spread
Ecological Awareness.” says Advisor of the
Logos Rogue Pack, Chris Van Ness. “The
Envirothon has strengthened each of our
researching, communication and teamwork
skills. This is an experience that can change
lives!”

“Studying, competing and succeeding
in the Envirothon competition, has given
me a chance to develop my interests in

the environment and nature through

epoch

VENT COORDINATING

CENTRAL EYES
PTOMETRY

Experience Modern Eye Care
Central Eyes Optometry offers comprehensive
eye care services and in-demand lenses and

frames to Grants Pass and the surrounding
communities. Call us to schedule the quality

vision care you deserve.

April Napier, OD, FAAO ~ Barrett Napier, OD

a lens of understanding that I did not
know that I had.” says returning Rogue
Pack team member, Adam Hill. “Itis an
honor to have the opportunity to represent
Oregon in the International Envirothon
competition”
CONTACT:
Christopher Van Ness, Director of
Logos Dept. of Science & Inquiry
Advisor, Logos Public Charter School
Envirothon Team
541-944-1981
cvanness@logoscharter.com
Instagram: theroguepack?3

Go Fund Me:
https://gofund.me/264741c8

Logos Website:
https://logoscharter.com/
science-inquiry/

North American Envirothon
Factsheet:
https://envirothon.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/NCF-
Envirothon-Brochure.pdf

WWW.EPOCHEVENTCOORDINATING.COM

AT EPOCH EVENTS, WE'RE COMMITTED TO EFFECTIVE AND ORGANIZED
EVENT PLANNING. DEDICATED TO MANAGING SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS,
ENSURING THE VISION AND SCHEME ARE EXECUTED PROPERLY.

WHATEVER YOUR VISION, WE BELIEVE IN CREATING UNIQUE MOMENTS
THAT INSPIRE. OUR CREATIVE ENERGY IS DEDICATED TO MAKING YOUR
EVENT YOURS.

VisioN CARE & ProDpucTs

* Lenses & Frames
» Comprehensive Eye Exams
* Pediatric Exams
* Emergency Eye Care
« Medical and Diabetic Eye Care
* Dry Eye Treatment

WE ALSO SPECIALIZE IN:
« Myopia (near-sighted) control
* Specialty contact lenses
* Orthokeratology

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE A

$25 GIFT CARD

If you are experiencing these symptoms,
contact us to schedule an appointment!

Light sensitivity Eye Fatigue Itching
Stinging Watery Eyes Blurry Vision
Foreign Body Sensation
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Petable Pets

Coco and Brighton

How did your pet get his/her name
and does it have any significance?
Coco and Brighton are named
after places in Cornwall, England,
which is the area this wavy-coated
cat was first discovered in 1950.
Their formal names are Furry
Dance Colours Cove and Furry
Dance Brighton Beach.

Does your pet have a nickname?

Oh yes, I call them ‘Terms of
Endearment’. Some of Coco’s
nicknames are Coco Puff, Cokie,
and Cocquette and Brighton's are
Long Legs, Bright Man and B-Man.

How old is your pet? Coco will be 18
in September 2023 and Brighton
turned 17 in April 2023.

What type of animal or breed is your
pet? They are both Cornish Rex

@ Your Local Community Magazine

cats, a wavy-coated mutation first
discovered in a litter of barn cats
in Cornwall, England in 1950.

What is your pet's gender? Coco is
a spayed female and Brighton is a
neutered male.

When and how did you get your
pet? I was a Veterinary Healthcare
Professional for 47 years and also
bred and showed Cornish Rex
from 1989 to 2011. Both Coco and
Brighton were born in my cattery/
home and are both retired show
cats.

Who are the other family members,
including you?

Coco and Brighton are my only
family members/pets currently,
but I will always have a Cornish
Rex in my life!

What is your pet's favorite treat?
Inaba Churu Puree Lickable Treat
and Friskies Party Mix

What is your pet's favorite toy?
Wand and fishing pole toys are

a favorite and they also like food
puzzles and foraging feeder toys,
too.

What is your pet's favorite game?
We both enjoy toys that have us
interacting together, The Cat
Dancer and Da Bird do that.

What is your favorite thing to do
together? As former show cats,
they are both used to socializing
and being out in public in their
customized pet strollers- parades,
wineries and brew pubs and
social events such as pet rescue
fundraising galas. Since I retired,
we have added new outdoor
activities like hiking, camping
and kayaking (no whitewater for
them!).

Do you go outdoors? If yes, where
is your favorite place to go together?
Ilived in Southern Oregon for

22 years and moved to Virginia

for my husband's job and stayed
there until I retired in 2019 and
could move back to the PNW. I
missed it the entire time I was
away and as I was active outdoors
and enjoyed hiking, camping and
skiing, when I returned I slowly
started including my cats in these
activities and there is a growing
online community of Adventure
Cats groups. I have learned a lot on
how to safely include my cats in
some of these activities from these
groups, as well as from podcasts,
Zoom meetups and YouTube
videos.

create hand
made glass
using
traditional
techniques
practiced for
over 2000
years

Grants Pass, OR 97526 it's ]
(5 16 I "'"“'“
: Coo A

HARD WORKING, HONEST &
READY TO HELP YOU WITH THE
SERVICE & PERSONAL ATTENTION
YOU DESERVE.

kendon@kendonleet.com
KendonLeet.com
541-660-7996

SOUTHERN OREGON

DANCE CENTER

THE ROGUE VALLEY’S PREMIERE, AWARD-WINNING CONTEMPORARY
DANCE STUDIO, TRAINING DANCERS AGES 3 AND UP SINCE 1989!

WE ALWAYS RESPECT MEDICAL PRIVACY AND
PERSONAL FAMILY HEALTH DECISIONS FOR
EACH INDIVIDUAL DANCER.
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REGISTERIEOR'SUMMER CIASSESIVIA'OURIWEBSITE.ON OR'AETER!JUNER TSI

EXPERT INSTRUCTORS » BEGINNING - AIiVIANGED LEVELS = AGES3 & UP
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405 SE 6th Street, Grants Pass | SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org
Register today @ SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org
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Business Spotlight

Project Youth Plus

t Project Youth Plus, there are
no smoke and mirrors—the
program’s mission is clear, and

the PY+ team executes without excuses.

PY+ serves more than 1,700
young people in Southern Oregon
from Josephine, Jackson, and Douglas
Counties. It started in 1998 with the goal
of increasing various opportunities for
youth. “At Project Youth Plus, we prepare
low-income, first-generation, and under-
represented youth to thrive in school,
careers and life,” Executive Director Carl
Thomas explains. “We use resiliency
development strategies personalized
to meet the strengths, preferences, and
challenges of each individual.” The
program’s goals include supporting
youth in learning about themselves and
applying this self-awareness to school and
careers, helping the youth reach their full
academic potential and preparing them for
successful transitions from high school to

college and into the workforce, connecting

participants to local partners to best

meet their academic and job placement
objectives, and providing financial training
and support to help participants achieve
their savings goals.

But it’s more than just GED
instruction and academic success that PY+
offers—they have wrap-around services
to help youth in a multitude of ways. For
example, Carl explains that they help
students get to their testing sites, and
if a student has a flat tire, they’ll pay to

ﬁl by Alexandra Hruz

have the tire fixed or replaced. Students
can also reach their advisors after typical
school hours and receive assistance. But it
doesn’t end there. “Some of our students
face food insecurities, and we partner with
food banks so their family has food,” Carl
explains. “If our students face challenges
with domestic violence at home, drug
addiction, need housing, or face some
other life challenge, we are advocates for
them and work with community partners
to ensure the students get the help they
need. Specifically, were not just advisors
and mentors. Often, we are a lifeline.”
Prior to taking on the role of executive
director, Carl worked for Oregon Public
Universities for nearly three decades as
an administrator, recruiting students to
college and running programs to inspire
their growth. He joined the PY+ Board of
Directors and became an active member.
“The work this organization does on the
behalf of young people aligns with my
personal passion to always help those
‘coming behind me,’ just the same as those
folks who helped me as a young man,”
Carl says. Carl and his wife Deona are
Medtord residents. When he’s not busy
at PY+, he enjoys running, dancing, and

golfing.

As PY+ continues evolving to better
meet the needs of the youth it serves, Carl
and the PY+ team are eager to expand
their services to more young people
through school partnerships in Southern
Oregon. “There’s no better use of your
time than to help someone, and we get to
do that everyday at Project Youth Plus,”
Carl says. Through this meaningful work,
they hope to continue going above and
beyond to help their students be successful
and making an impact on the community

fOI' many years to come.

The same food and drinks you love..
+ rooftop seating

$
ehcmmLia n

cocktails = kitchen

rooftop

i gl

STAGE  CULTIVATE

STACING | INTERIOR DESICN | PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES | CLASSES
541-295-8228 DWELLHOUSEREALESTATE.COM
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Business Spotlight

The Glass Forge

ﬁl by Alexandra Hruz

or 25 years, The Glass Forge's
furnaces have been burning
hotly, assisting in the creation of

incredible works of art that have brought
joy to thousands in the Grants Pass

community and around the world.

Lee Wassink and Nathan Sheafor,
founding partners of The Glass Forge,
discovered their passion for glass making
at their respective colleges and met in the
Bay Area while working for different glass
studios. It was during this time that the
pair got to know each other and figured out
their individual working habits, laying the
foundation for their future business. Lee
had spent some time in southern Oregon
after his parents moved to the area, and in
the late 1990s, Lee’s dad found the building
the studio is currently in and rented it.

Just a few months later, in May 1998, their
newly built furnaces were lit. The Glass
Forge was officially in business.

'The Glass Forge is a glass studio

i
v

that specializes in the ancient art of glass
blowing, a specialty that was primarily
practiced in Venice, Italy. At the studio,
they offer a wide range of colors and shapes,
which speaks to Nathan and Lee’s years of
experience. The company’s clients include
many different groups, retail shops, and
galleries. They sell to lighting companies
and businesses that make corporate

awards. The Glass Forge also has a line

of cremation urns they sell retail and
wholesale. The company offers shipping and
has sent glass all over the world. In Grants
Pass, the studio is open to walk-in traffic.

Nathan and Lee say they enjoy showing
people the studio and teaching them about
the amazing qualities of glass. One of their
favorite glass projects was the creation of
more than 130 glass fish that are displayed
on the wall of the local hospital.

Founding partners Nathan and Lee
were joined by the (now retired) Maurice
“Butch” Kreuzer to start The Glass Forge.
After more than two decades in operation,
the business partners feel proud of both
the company’s longevity and the rapport
they've developed with customers and

previous employees. “We hope customers

feel secure in the knowledge that they
will be able to walk out of our building
with something that they can truly love
and cherish, whether it is something
they found in our gallery or something
we custom made for them,” they say. Lee

and Nathan like the educational part of

the business as well, adding that many
customers are intrigued with the glass
blowing process and are often eager to try
their hand at the craft.

Not many small businesses can boast
of operating successfully for more than
two decades, but The Glass Forge has

VRO

Oregon’s Finest Honey
Local - Pure - Raw

persevered over the years. Their longevity
is one of the things they’re most proud
of—and it’s something they don’t plan to
change anytime soon. “Our mission is to
have fun making glass,” they explain. “We
hope our studio can be a fixture in Grants

Pass for many years to come.”

wilDFLOWER

SHOP NOW!
noahsbees.com
(541) 254-4052
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JEWELERS
235 SK 6th Street

Grants Pass, Or 97520
H1-476-3543
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The Real Estate Rumble

Address List Price Sold Price Bedrooms Bathrooms Square Feet Status

371 Hessar Street $1,995,000 4 3 5,753 Active
1630 NW Olmar Drive $1,399,000 5 4 5,597 Active
1240 Wineteer Lane $1,299,000 4 4 4,374 Active
1997 SE Portola Drive $975,000 $970,000 4 4 2,814 SOLD
2081 SE Portola Drive $775,000 5 4 3,052 Active
150 NW Native Run Loop $695,000 3 2 2,340 Active
1634 NW F Street $618,000 3 3 1,893 Active
1036 NW Starlite Place $614,000 5 4 2,856 Active
1909 NW Sun View Place $579,900 3 2 2,004 Active
506 Edgewater Drive $565,000 3 2 1,828 Active
450 Whispering Pines Lane $590,000 $530,000 3 2 1,518 SOLD
2953 Naples Drive $539,000 3 2 1,867 Active
This real estate information has been obtained by sources deemed reliable by The Social Publication. Agent did not participate in all of these sales. Please contact a local real estate agent for more informatior

We are dedicated REALTORS®
who always put the needs of our
clients first. We work with the latest
technology to help people buy and
sell property as efficiently as possible. =

BATINAL
AESDCIATIOHM of
REALTORS —1

-__1--...:', SO ey o ragys Dmh -‘E
Team EE g REAL ESTATE g

I\*’M’\E‘lg %, RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
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ICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS IN OREGON

TYLER MIKELS ! JOLENA MIKELS

(54]) 450-2977 (54]) 727-1877 ‘ i
[

« teammikels.com
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jolena@fordrealestatepros.com tyler@fordrealestatepros.com

- 1867 Williaoms Highway #282, Grants Pass, Oregon

REAL ESTATE

Performance Horses

“ Been working with horses my whole
life. Have over 25 years experience
training and fixing bad habits.”

Principal Broker/Owner

Licensed in the State of Oregon
LIC # 201245970 MICHELLE SKENDER

8800 Williams Hwy,
Grants Pass, OR 97527
| LOUE Series Sponsored by Jackson Co. Expo 5D Barrel,
3D Poles, and All- Around ALL Races will run in
p SPECIALIZING IN:
m m, « Training consistent barrel horses

the Isola arena on a standard pattern.

« Fixing bad habits - N 1. April 30th

myHome S 2E o

y) - Lessons o .
+ Workshops < < 3. May 14th
u’"’" | - Certified Electro-Acuscope Therapist o a 4. June 3rd
° « Barrel Race Producer o ‘Iﬁ 5. July 29th
Other classes will be determined after our Zx 6. July 30th
awards banquet. The rules and updated s "'g 7. August 12th
forms along with information will be O w 8. August 27th
announced on our facebook page. 0o 9. September 16th
REALTOR'  GHsgimunamy % g 10. September 24th

FOR QUESTIONS CALL MICHELLE
SKENDER OR MESSAGE US ON 775-762-6105
FACEBOOK. @HighRollerPerformanceHorses

Sherri@sherriscottrealestate.com | 541.660.8739

@HighRollerBarrelRacing&PoleBending

Family [ Lifestyle
Maternity | Newborn
Portraits | Weddings

OrionGraphicDesign.com
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Kool Kid

Rielynn Winslow

a by Bobette Sudweeks

his sweet young lady looks like

she is poised for a day in the

rain. Rielynn Winslow is an active
twelve-year-old who loves singing and
dancing. In fact, she has been blessed
with a unique ability to entertain others
and keep them laughing. She has been
doing so for six years. The first time she
performed on stage she performed a hip-
hop dance. Thus, her love for performing
began. Every summer, she looks forward to
participating in the summer theatre camp.
She admires the camp director, Bruce, and
aspires to have as much stage presence
as he has. One of her favorite acting roles
has been as Manal, one of Jasmine’s
handmaidens from Aladdin Jr., but
Rielynn’s favorite theater show is Matilda.
This summer, she will be in the production
of The Wizard of Oz. Acting is a way to help

her come out of her shell.

Rielynn’s other hobbies include reading
longboarding, scrapbooking, swimming,
and tumbling. This is the second year she

has been involved with cheerleading, both

sideline cheering as well as competitive.

She and her friends enjoy learning new
stunts and pushing themselves to become
their best. Her favorite thing to do is spend
time improving her tumbling and stunting.
Her biggest challenge has been mastering a
round-oft back handspring.

As a homeschooler, her favorite school
subject is art. She also is part of the choir
with Mr. Daggett’s School of Music. She
has only been involved for about a year, but
she is able to sing with so many talented

people. The best thing she has learned from

her amazing teacher is how to go into your
head voice and also create harmonies.
Rielynn is lucky to have a little brother,
Sawyere, who is eight. Their family has
three pets: Alli is a five-year-old cat,
Brynlee (age 3) is the family dog, and
the newest pet is Elliot, a two-year-old
bearded dragon. Rielynn loves to spend
time with her family. They enjoy camping,
paddleboarding, eating out, playing outdoor
games, and shopping. Spending time on

Kauai with her grandparents and cousins

541.226.4396

has been her favorite vacation. Someday, she would like to visit
London, try the tasty foods there, and just listen to the people’s
terrific British accents!

Mint Green is Rielynn’s favorite color. Her favorite animal is a

SAVE MONEY,
GO SOLAR!

* EASY MONTHLY PAYMENTS
* SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS

« OWN YOUR POWER LET
* $0 DOWN SOLAR SUNSHINE

WORK
FOR YOU!

SUT'ISh!I'IE
dog — all dogs! She loves to eat garlic salt-flavored air-fried chicken

wings and when it is her turn to choose where the family gets to
eat out, Rielynn chooses Tap Rock. She loves everything there,
especially the cheesecake! She enjoys watching British baking
shows on television or 4 Week Away on Netflix. This active young

lady likes to also spend time at the ice-skating rink or watching the
Top Gun Allstar Cheer team.

Planning for her future, Rielynn would like to become a
tumbling coach for young children. It sounds like she is well on her
way to becoming a great teacher doing something she really loves.

Good luck, Rielynn, we hope to see more of you in the future.

Right coverage.

Right price.
Right here in town.

BOOK A FREE
CONSULTATION TODAY!

541-295-8500
WWW.SUNSHINESOLARINC.COM
Here's the deal. The right = = ;

STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT
Nicole Whitcomb, Agent

e . I1|.

insurance should help

115 SE 6th St )
ou feel confident and

Grants Pass, OR 97526-2403 y o . )

License # 924990 comfortable. I'm the right Being able to interact with other

parents and sharing experiences
was something | enjoyed most
about Pathways. We really
appreciate everyone helping us to
get prepared for our new baby.”

good neighbor for that.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.®

Call or visit us online to learn
more, volunteer, and donate.

hjr, 714 SE 8th St, Grants Pass
-

sowrm 3
Z<|Jo129ogl ' &) S ta te F ar m ’ mnar[iﬁmm 541.479.6264

www.gppregnancy.com/give
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viore than just maintenance free, at The
emory Care comes to life! Our emphasis

' Tel: (541) 955-9115
Fax: (541) 955-9591
www.thesuitesassistedliving.com
administrator@thesuitesassistedliving.com

Contact Us To Learn Movre!

Jena Heth Christine Lowe

Branch Manager Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #232765 NMLS #214532
Owning a home is more 154(10'2131?156 (5141(§D598§L38

affordable than you think. Cody Prose  Joe Snook

We have a wide variety of ¥ T N, e i ;. Mortgage Loan Origi Sales Manag,
i i 2 g . 203752 S #1672527
options for affordable housing, ; ] A 2 Ik G lapR P e

first-time homebuyers, and FSE S 1 541-761-5952  541-226-8235

Cody@DiversityHL.com JoewDiversityHL.com
zero down payment.

With over 30 years of experience and a wide variety of loan options, we are iridu;try : 1@ Y Ill{fal 1Y 8 ;

leaders in Affordable Housing. Find out how we can help you own a home. o

are subject 10 change without notice. This form may not be reproduced. Mountain West Financial and the mountain logo
are registered lrademarks of Mountain West Financial, Inc. Mountain West Financial, Inc. DBA Diversity Home Lending.
FmeEs - Oregon Mortgage Lender License #ML-5112. NMLS# 164497, rv 2/23

: All applications are subject to underwriting guidelines and approval. Not all programs available in all areas. Rates and terms




