
MAY 2023

Your Local Community Magazine
GRANTS PASS

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS

The Daggett Family Ph
ot

o 
by

 K
el

ci
e 

Je
an

 P
ho

to
gr

ah
y



Experience Matters

541.476.9616
SouthernOregonHomes.com

ALL BROKERS LICENSED IN THE STATE OF OREGON. EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY .

Curious about Your Home’s Value in Today’s Market? 
Give us a call for your FREE market analysis!

MATTHEW MEIVES
Broker

NICHOLE EVANS
Broker

WADE SQUIRES
Principal Broker

KEYNA MEIVES
Principal Broker, CRS

C STREET DENTAL

Devin Nelson, DMD

• Family Dentistry
• Same day Crowns
• Aligners
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Emergencies

VOTED FAVORITE

Dentist
in the Rogue 

Valley

2022

(541) 237-5575 • info@cstreetdental.com • www.cstreetdental.com 

505 NE 7th Street, Grants Pass, OR 97526

Accepting New Patients



Out & About

Calendar Picks

Central Point Wild Rogue Pro Rodeo
THURS, MAY 18 - 20 | 7 PM
The Expo
1 Peninger Rd Central Point, OR 97502

Wild Rogue Relay 
JUNE 16-17 | STARTING AT 5 AM
Applegate Lake to Brookings, Oregon
Register at https://raceroster.com/events/2023/63905/the-
wild-rogue-relay-2023

Boatnik 2023
THU, MAY 25 – MON, MAY 29 | ALL DAY
Riverside Park
304 E Park St, Grants Pass, OR

“Celebrate Dance”: A Southern Oregon Dance 
Concert
SAT, JUNE 17TH | 7 PM 
Grants Pass Performing Arts Center 
313 NE Olive St Grants Pass, OR 97526
Get Tickets @ SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org

Murphy Outdoor Market
FRI MAY 19 | 9 AM - 1 PM
6890 Williams Hwy,
Grants Pass, OR 97527

Rogue Music Festival
JUNE 16 -17 
The Expo
1 Peninger Rd Central Point, OR 97502

Hillah Shrine Circus 
FRI, MAY 26  |  6:30 PM
SAT, MAY 27 | 2 PM & 6 PM
SUN, MAY 28 | 12 PM & 4 PM
The Expo
1 Peninger Rd Central Point, OR 97502

Phocus Soccer Summer Camp
JULY 10 -14
Dutch Bros Soccer Complex, at the Josephine 
County Fairgrounds
926 Redwood Ave, Grants Pass, OR 97527

• Community Contributors	 • Resident Contributors

• Resident Writers	 • Junior Writers

• Photographers

email us: admin@thesocialpublication.com
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Greetings Neighbors, 

T he grass is green, the trees are awake, and we 
hope you are all enjoying some much-needed 
outdoor time in the spring weather! This year 

definitely felt like an unusually late cold and rainy season, 
so it’s really refreshing to be moving into one of the best 
months of the year here in GP! In May, we can expect 
fresh air, perfect temperatures, beautiful vegetation, and 
a variety of outdoor activities. May reminds us of why 
we love Grants Pass so much and the oasis it can be. We 
challenge you to get outside and find a new hike, park, 
restaurant, or special place that you have not explored 
yet. When it comes to enjoying the spring weather, 
Grants Pass is one of the best places to be. We would 
like to invite you to jump on Instagram and share photos 
or videos with us @socialpub_grantspass. We’d love 
to see some of your favorite hikes, spring activities, or 
restaurants in Grants Pass and the surrounding area. We 
absolutely love it when people are generous enough to 
share positive information. Don’t forget to join in on local 
activities such as the Boatnik Parade and Memorial Day 
weekend festivities. Boatnik is a very unique event and 
is supported by a large number of our local businesses, 
so be sure to check it out! We wish you all a fun and safe 
month of May! 

Shop local, be positive, and stay Social! 

Always our best, 

TIM AND TYLER MIKELS

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Send an email to:
admin@thesocialpublication.com

132 NE Savage St, Grants Pass, OR

HARD WORKING, HONEST & 
READY TO HELP YOU WITH THE 
SERVICE & PERSONAL ATTENTION 
YOU DESERVE.

kendon@kendonleet.com
KendonLeet.com
541-660-7996

Oregon’s Finest Honey
Local • Pure • Raw

SHOP NOW!
noahsbees.com
(541) 254-4052
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Business Partner Index

Bee Keeper 
Noah’s  Bees
(541) 254-2052
noahsbees.com

Accredited Medical Center 
Pregnancy Care Center
(541) 479-6264
pregnancy.com

Financial Advisor
Edward Jones
Susie Atondo | (541) 476-7790
edwardjones.com/sisie-atondo

Mortgage Broker
Diversity Home Lending
Jena Heth | (541) 479-3377
diversityhl.com

Community Youth Services
Project Youth Plus
(541) 476-8146
projectyouthplus.org

Counseling 
Southern Oregon 
Psychological Services
(541) 226-4396
sorpsych.com

Boutique
Rainbow Baby & Kids
(541) 218-8882
rainbowbabyco.com

Alternative & Holistic Health Services
Centered Physical 
Therapy + Wellness
(541) 237-4136
centeredphysicaltherapy.com

Gallery & Studio
The Glass Forge
(541) 955-0815   
glassforge.com

Orthodontist
Grants Pass Orthodontics
(541) 474-0860
grantspassorthodontics.com

Custom Aluminum Boats
D-Tech Custom 
Aluminum Boats
(541) 295-5940
dtechboats.com

Dance Studio
Southern Oregon Dance Center
(702) 768-1510
southernoregondancecenter.org

Graphic Design
Orion Graphic Design
(541) 787-0006
oriongraphicdesign.com

Pyrography
Woodburning by Marsha
(817) 243-6008
instagram.com/wood_burning_
by_marsha

WBM

Painting Services
Grants Pass Painting
(541) 955-8888
grantspasspaint.com

Dentist
C Street Dental 
Devin Nelson | (541) 237-5575                                            
cstreetdental.com

Insurance Agent
Country Financial
Nicol Elsasser | (541) 956-0299                                                        
countryfinancial.com/nicol.elsasser

Horse Trainer
High Roller 
Performance Horses
(775) 762-6105

Photographer
Kelcie Jean Photography 
(541) 287-1002
kelciejeanphotography.com

Dentist
Pastrell, Buchanan, 
& Hartzell Dentistry
Dr. Justin Buchanan
(541) 476-4199                                            
gpdentalteam.com

Insurance Agent
State Farm
Nicole Whitcomb | (541) 474-2800      
nicolewhitcombinsurance.com

Real Estate
Ford Real Estate
Tyler & JoLena Mikels
(541) 450-2977
teammikels.com

Real Estate
Sherri Scott Real Estate
Sherri Scott
(541) 660-8739
sherriscottrealestate.com

Real Estate
Ford Real Estate
Cimberly Lewis
(541) 646-4505

Education
Logos Public Charter School
(541) 842-3658
logoscharter.com

Design/Home Staging
Dwell House
(541) 295-8228
dwellhouserealestate.com

Jeweler
Hart Jewelers
(541) 47-5543
hartjewelers.com

Real Estate
The Venuti Group at Cascade Hassan 
Sotheby’s International Realty
Wade Squires | (541) 476-9616    
grantspasshomes.com

Real Estate
The Venuti Group at Cascade Hassan 
Sotheby’s International Realty
Keyna Meives | (541) 476-9616    
grantspasshomes.com

Landscape Maintenance
Kruse Control Yard Care
(541) 787-3125
krusecontrolyardcarellc.business.site

Real Estate - Residential & Commercial
Kendon Leet Real Estate 
Kendon Leet | (541) 956-8582
kendonleet.com

Eye Care 
Central Eyes Optometry
(541) 237-0030
centraleyesoptometry.com

Marketing
Logan Design
(541) 474-7127
oregonsigns.com

Restaurant & Bar
Bohemian Bar & Bistro
(541) 471-7158
bohemianbarandbistro.com

Fence & Automated Gates
Caveman Fence & 
Fabrication Inc.
(541) 474 -0302
cavemanfence.com

Medical Spa
Aesthetispa Laser 
& Wellness Center
(541) 479-9772
aesthetispagp.com

Senior Living
The Suites-Assisted 
Living & Memory Care 
(541) 955-9115
thesuitesassistedliving.com

Furniture & Matress
Gates Home Furnishings
(541) 476-4627
gatesfurniture.com

Photographer
Destiny Jane Photography
(541) 944-2181
destinyjanephotography.com

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Send an email to:
admin@thesocialpublication.com

@socialpub_grantspass

Kruse Control Yard Care, LLC is 
promoting our quality landscape 

maintenance. Our company 
stands above the competition 

because we understand the needs 
of our clients in Grants Pass, OR.

(541) 787-3125
krusecontrolyardcarellc.business.site
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Expert Contributors

MARLA QUINTANA Aesthetispa Laser & Wellness Center
Marla, a long time native of Southern Oregon, has raised 
four children in Grants Pass with her husband, Max. A nurse 
for over 38 years, she has practiced aesthetic nursing 
for the past 15 years. Marla is the owner of AesthetiSpa 
Laser and Wellness Center and believes in building an 
enduring and rewarding relationship with her clients and 
community, through knowledge and superior service.

JENA HETH Diversity Home Lending
Jena Heth and her family have been Grants Pass residents for 
the past 19 years. Her husband is quite the fisherman, so this 
is a perfect place to live. She has been in lending for 30 years 
and has seen so much change in the industry. What she loves 
most about her profession is her clients, some of whom have 
become dear friends. It’s a profession based on knowledge 
and trust and her clients know she is always there for them. 

DEVIN NELSON C Street Dental
Devin Nelson, his wife Lena, and 5 kids have lived in Grants 
Pass since 2016.  Before becoming a dentist, Devin had a 
unique job in Arizona as a mascot for the Phoenix Suns.  He 
received his undergraduate at BYU and his doctorate in 
dental medicine (DMD) for the Arizona School of Dental and 
Oral Health (ASDOH).  His dental practice treats all areas of 
dentistry including cosmetic & esthetics, oral surgery, crown 
& bridge restoration, preventive, and emergency dentistry.  

BRENT ERICKSON DMD, MS IN ORTHODONTICS
Grants Pass Orthodontics
Born and raised in Grants Pass, Dr. Brent D. Erickson has been 
practicing in the Grants Pass area since 2015. His goal as an 
orthodontist is to create long-lasting smiles in a comfortable 
environment and to give confidence with joy. When not at the 
office, he enjoys adventuring with his wife, Ashley, their four 
kids and dog, Timber, doing all things outdoors, playing soccer 
and golf, going snowboarding, and playing video games.

SHERYL ZIMMERER Logos Public Charter School
Since 2017, Sheryl Zimmerer has served as the Executive 
Director for Logos Public Charter School, the largest, 
non-virtual charter school in the state of Oregon. Under 
her leadership, the K-12 school that serves Jackson and 
Josephine County students has reported its highest 
graduation rate ever (95%) and has been voted one of the 
best non-profits to work for in Oregon 5 years in a row. Since 
her daughters have grown up, she now lives in Talent with 
her husband in the house they rebuilt after the 2020 Oregon 
Almeda wildfire with their two spoiled golden retrievers. 

WADE SQUIRES The Venuti Group at Cascade Hasson 
Sotheby’s International Realty
Wade Squires, owner of  The Venuti Group, became a 
Realtor in 2016 after spending over 10 years in construction 
as a lead carpenter, building new homes and performing 
extensive remodels. It was there he learned the value of 
communication, and as a Realtor, he has continued to 
make this a top priority. Whatever your real estate needs 
are, Wade would be happy to help you achieve your goals!

KEYNA MEIVES The Venuti Group at Cascade Hasson 
Sotheby’s International Realty
A Licensed Realtor since 2000 and owner of The Venuti 
Group, Keyna Meives is a seasoned realty enthusiast. Her 
optimistic and joyful countenance makes her a delight to 
work with and has contributed to her being a consistent 
top producer in her market area. She loves spending time 
exploring the outdoors with her husband and three children.

NICOL ELSASSER Country Financial 
Nicol Elsasser is a long-time resident of Grants Pass, 
Oregon and loves the beautiful Valley we live in. This is 
why working in an industry that helps guide, support and 
protect people and their families in our community, is 
important to her.  Being an agent with Country Financial 
Insurance for the last 5 years, she has been able to do 
just that and that is what makes her love what she does.

DEANNA ELLIOT Centered Physical Therapy + Wellness
In 2018 Deanna started Centered Physical Therapy & 
Wellness, where Physical Therapy is integrated in a holistic 
manner to help heal the body at the root of its problem. 
Specializing in women’s health, she has dedicated her 
time to helping mothers restore balance prenatally, during 
pregnancy and postpartum. Although her passion resides 
in pre-conception, where “all the magic” happens.

SUSIE ATONDO Edward Jones
Born and raised in Grants Pass, Susie Atondo has been a 
financial advisor since 2006. She works with multi-generational 
families to develop unique strategies for wealth transfer, 
and with business owners in creating strategies for business 
succession, portfolio construction, and tax reduction. She 
married her husband, Paul, in 2001 and they have three children, 
Luci, Penny, and Finn. They enjoy hiking and going to the beach.

CHRISTINE LOWE Diversity Home Lending
Born and raised in the Southern Oregon area, Christine 
Lowe absolutely loves enjoying the outdoor beauty we 
have here. With 25 years in the mortgage industry, ensuring 
that you make the right choice for you and your family is 
her goal and she is committed to providing her customers 
with mortgage services that exceed their expectations.

BEKAH NUGENT Dwell House
Bekah is a licensed real estate broker, certified home stager 
and principal of Dwell House. Bekah loves houses, design 
and real estate. At 21 years old in between college classes 
her and her husband Matt worked hard to transform a1960s 
house into their first investment property. After years in 
corporate marketing and branding she started Dwell House. 
In her free time you’ll see her cheering on the sideline of a 
soccer field, boating, hiking Dollar Mountain, sponsoring local 
makers and hosting some kind of party or event somewhere.

Principal Broker/Owner
Licensed in the State of Oregon

LIC # 201245970

I LOVE
Grants Pass,
My HOME 

town!

Sherri@sherriscottrealestate.com | 541.660.8739

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001290

Right coverage.
Right price.
Right here in town.

Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Shannon Harris Ins Agcy Inc
Shannon A Harris, Agent
3210 Hillcrest Park Dr, Ste 102
Medford, OR  97504
Bus: 541-779-3545

STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT
Nicole Whitcomb, Agent
115 SE 6th St
Grants Pass, OR 97526-2403
License # 924990

775-762-6105
@HighRollerPerformanceHorses
@HighRollerBarrelRacing&PoleBending

8800 Williams Hwy,
Grants Pass, OR 97527

“ Been working with horses my whole 
life. Have over 25 years experience 
training and fixing bad habits.”

MICHELLE SKENDER

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Training consistent barrel horses
• Fixing bad habits
• Tune ups
• Lessons
• Workshops
• Certified Electro-Acuscope Therapist
• Barrel Race Producer

Other classes will be determined after our 
awards banquet.  The rules and updated 
forms along with information will be 
announced on our facebook page.

FOR QUESTIONS CALL MICHELLE 
SKENDER OR MESSAGE US ON 
FACEBOOK.

Series Sponsored by Jackson Co. Expo 5D Barrel, 
3D Poles, and All- Around ALL Races will run in 

the Isola arena on a standard pattern.

1. April 30th
2. May 13th
3. May 14th
4. June 3rd
5. July 29th
6. July 30th
7. August 12th
8. August 27th
9. September 16th
10. September 24thUP
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Family
Maternity
Portraits

Lifestyle
Newborn
Weddings

destinyjanephotography@gmail.com 

@destinyjanephotos

Contact me to schedule your photoshoot today!
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Meet Your Neighbors  •  The Daggett Family

E van and Jess Daggett met 

and knew each other in 

high school, but distance 

often makes the heart 

grow fonder. What started 

off as a friendship eventually turned 

into exploring a relationship during Jess’ 

senior year of high school while Evan was 

living out of the country in East Africa! He 

came home in May of 2007, and they were 

engaged in July and were married and 

happy together forever on September 

27, 2008. They have created a full and 

beautiful life together, and have welcomed 

five beautiful children to their family, 

including Eden (13), Lydia (9), Gideon (7), 

Mimsy (4), Anna (2), and their sixth child, 

Baby Ada, was born at the end of March. 

They’ve also welcomed and lost three 

other babies along their journey - Daphne, 

Hannah, and an early miscarriage - all of 

whom remain an important part of their 

family.

Their family is grateful to have been 
able to buy their first home in Grants Pass 
in January of 2022, and feels their home 
is a blessing. Evan was born and raised in 
Grants Pass, and Jess was born in Texas 
and moved to Grants Pass with her mom 
and older brother very early in life. They 
both graduated from Grants Pass High 
School (GPHS), and after graduating 
Evan spent a year at the University of 
Oregon before heading to East Africa, 
and then obtained his master’s degree 
in Education from Southern Oregon 
University (SOU). He is a percussionist 
and music teacher and after serving as 
the Percussion Director with the GPHS 
Marching Band for the last 13 years and 
teaching elementary music at Parkside, 
he opened his own business called “The 
Daggett School of Music” and teaches 
specialty music classes, private lessons, and 
general music classes for the community. 
After high school Jess attended SOU for 
music also, but ultimately obtained her 
certification through a midwifery school 
as a Perinatal Health Educator. She works 
with families through pregnancy, birth, 
and postpartum as a Doula, Childbirth 
Educator and Lactation Counselor where 

she supports many community programs 
for young and growing families in their 
area. She also has been teaching beginning 
dance classes at Southern Oregon Dance 
Center for 12 years and homeschools 
their children. They feel that being small 
business owners really plunges them 
into their community, and they love 
working with a variety of families as 
well as supporting and serving various 
organizations. 

When not working, Evan enjoys 
listening to theological and historical 
podcasts and loves to consume anything 
he can to further his knowledge. Jess 
enjoys writing and hopes to one day 
write a book. She also loves any kind of 
crafting. Together, they love anything that 
involves music, from theatre to concerts to 
playing together as a family. They also love 
being outdoors and exploring as much of 
beautiful Southern Oregon (and beyond!) 
as they can. They love to explore the many 
restaurants and activities their town has 
to offer, especially Vine, which is one of 
their favorite spots in town because it’s a 
place where they truly feel like family. They 
also love Climate City, Casa Amiga and 
visiting Wheelhouse Coffee for a mid-day 

by Melissa Strand

boost, or venturing out to Ashland to stroll 
around downtown and enjoy Smithfields 
or The Brickroom. The kids have also 
recently found a new love for Antique 
perusing and enjoy visiting Elegance on 
6th street. 

The Daggett family has busy 
schedules day to day, so when they get 
time together as a family, they try hard 
to focus on each other. They like to take 
walks, go on random adventures outdoors, 
or snuggle up for a good Bluey marathon. 
They love the Oregon Coast for family 
getaways, and Disneyland is one of their 
favorite special spots when they get the 
opportunity. They also discovered the 
Great Wolf Lodge last summer, and 
their kids absolutely loved it. They love 
listening to old vinyl records, cooking 
as a family and enjoy doing MadLibs 
together. A special tradition they share is 
on Christmas Eve, they all wear matching 
Jammies, watch a Christmas movie and 
sleep in the living room in hopes they will 
catch Santa Claus. 

They speak lovingly about their five 
children, who are all unique and special. 
Eden is witty and enthusiastic about 

everything she does. Lydia has a knack for 
learning new skills quickly, is very focused 
and loves to serve others. Gideon is a 
kind and “dapper gentleman” who loves 
baseball, break dancing and making people 
feel special. Mims is their comedian and 
loves to make people laugh with her 
quirkiness. And Anna, their youngest, 
is their spicey one, who is very busy and 
always into mischief. All the kids spend 
most of their non-school time dedicated to 
dance, which they love, along with music 
and theatre. They are each unique, but all 
share a strong resilient nature. The family 
has had their fair share of big shifts over 
the years and the kids have been absolute 
troopers through it all, reminding their 
parents of what is truly important.

1660 Redwood Ave , Grants Pass, OR, United States, Oregon

Website: www.Dtechboats.com 
Facebook: @dtechcustomaluminumboats

We strive to be the best 
aluminum boat builder in 

the industry. We fabricate 
everything you can dream!

541-295-5940
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Thank You
F o r  Y o u r  S u p p o r t

Project Youth+ Presents

All donations go towards the graduation ceremony
and celebration for Project Youth+ GED graduates.

Help Project Youth+ give these students a
night to remember to celebrate their

accomplishments and the next phase in
their journey to success.

C O N T A C T  
S U M M E R @ P Y P L U S . O R G  

T O  S E E  H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P !

G E D  G R A D U A T I O N  
C E R E M O N Y

booked by May 1st!
10% OFF Exterior painting 

D O N ’ T  W A I T !
Schedule your exterior painting project 
today. Book now before our schedule is 
full for the exterior season!

Get started with this 
Body Balancing Program

Restore a New Foundation of Health

Restore balance and harmony to your body 
BEFORE, DURING and AFTER pregnancy.

Dr. Deanna Elliott, PT, DPT, PRC helps dismantle the 
myths and fears around pregnancy and postpartum.

Together we can make a unique plan to incorporate movement 
and breath. Why wait until after you are done having children 
to eliminate that pain? I teach busy mothers how to eliminate 

their anxiety while pregnant, postpartum and beyond!

(541) 237 - 4136
www.centeredphysicaltherapy.com

Instagram: @centeredpt

Deanna Elliott, PT, DPT, PRC
Prenatal, Pregnancy and Postpartum Specialist

(541) 474-0302
cavemanfence.com

cavemanfence@gmail.com

Caveman Fence & Fabrication, Inc. 
1080 SE M St Grants Pass, OR

GOOD FENCES 
MAKE GOOD 
NEIGHBORS!



PERSONAL CARE FOR YOUR MOST INCREDIBLE SMILE

The best dentistry is patient centered. By learning your goals, respecting your 
concerns, and exploring all treatment options, Dr. Peter Pastrell, Dr. Justin 
Buchanan, and Dr. Chad Hartzell ensure every visit will have you smiling!

Dr. Peter Pastrell Dr. Justin Buchanan Dr. Chad Hartzell

(541) 476-4199  |  1050 SW Grandview Ave Grants Pass, OR 97527

“Everyone at this office is very kind and understanding. I am 
very happy with the service my family has received from this office 
over the last 5 years. I would highly recommend to all my friends 
and family to come here for dental appointments.” ~Rocki M

A great reason to smile!

(541) 237-0030
1891 NE 7th St. Grants Pass, OR

Experience Modern Eye Care
Central Eyes Optometry offers comprehensive 

eye care services and in-demand lenses and 

frames to Grants Pass and the surrounding 

communities. Call us to schedule the quality 

vision care you deserve.

April Napier, OD, FAAO Barrett Napier, OD

• Lenses & Frames
• Comprehensive Eye Exams

• Pediatric Exams
• Emergency Eye Care 

• Medical and Diabetic Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment

WE ALSO SPECIALIZE IN:
• Myopia (near-sighted) control

• Specialty contact lenses
• Orthokeratology

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!Vision Care & Products

www.CentralEyesOptometry.com

If you are experiencing these symptoms, 
contact us to schedule an appointment!

Burning Scratchy Irritation

Dryness Red Eyelids Gritty Sensation

Light sensitivity Eye Fatigue Itching

Stinging Watery Eyes Blurry Vision

Foreign Body Sensation

Petable Pets

Echo

THE BASICS
How did Echo get his/her name and does it 
have any significance?
She was named by her previous owner and 
we thought it was cute so kept it!
How old is Echo? 
3 years old
What type of animal or breed is Echo?
Leopard Gecko
What is Echo’s gender?
Female
When and how did you get Echo? 
She was gifted to us from my niece
Who are the other family members, including 
you?
Noah, Kaylene, Elise, Weston, Juliet 
(Clipp)

FAVORITES
What is Echo’s favorite treat?
Mealworms
What is Echo’s favorite toy?
She likes her shelters
What is Echo’s favorite game?
Just crawling up and down our arms, 
through our hands, and perching on the 
shoulder.
What is your favorite thing to do together? 
Watch her eat. She eats every 3 days.
Do you go outdoors? If yes, where is your 
favorite place to go together? Stay inside in 
winter :) Maybe in the summer we will 
take her out occasionally. She likes to be 
warm.

MORE INFO
What’s the best thing about Echo? 
How pretty she is.
What is the naughtiest thing Echo has ever 
done?
Run from us!
What is your funniest memory of Echo?
When the power went out just before 
New Years we were  worried about her. We 
plugged her hot spot into our generator! 
She survived :)
What is the hardest thing about being a pet 
owner? 
Having to get live food for her. She is 
pretty low maintenance.

What is the most rewarding thing about being a pet owner?
Watching the kids enjoy the Echo.
Is there anything else we should know about Echo?
She always eats her shedding skin before we have a chance to see 
it! We only see little scraps leftover in her house!

16  17  Your Local Community Magazine May 2023   GRANTS PASS



It has been a long road for Heather 
to see her dreams become a reality, and 
her persistence has paid off. Back in 
the Fall of 2022, the Grants Pass Youth 
Cheer (GPYC) started back up after three 
years of being shut down due to covid, 
and Heather was given the opportunity 
to coach her daughter Katelynn’s 3rd 
grade team. The cheer and dance passion 
reignited within Heather, and she knew 
she was destined to coach cheer and 
dance in her future. After GPYC Sideline 
cheer ended, the first ever in Grants Pass 
GPYC Competitive Cheer program was 
created, in which participants were able 

Amazing Athlete

NHCS Warriors Cheer & Dance

H eather Martinez is a 

past HVHS (Hidden 

Valley High School) 

Cheerleader from the 

90’s, and had been 

looking for an opportunity to allow her 

daughter Katelynn to have a cheer and 

dance experience like she did in school. 

She recently started a brand-new cheer 

& dance program for NHCS (New Hope 

Christian School), which is the ONLY school 

in Southern Oregon to offer cheer and 

dance to 1st through 8th grade students. 

The program is open to include NHCS (New 

Hope Christian School) students as well as 

homeschool students. The “NHCS Warriors 

Cheer &  Dance” offers the most inclusive 

program with cheering, dancing, flags, 

signs, stunts, tumbling, acrobatics, and 

school spirit. Participants will be learning 

team communication, tumbling, cheer, 

acrobatics, stunting, dance, hip hop, and 

more in the program. It’s important for 

Heather to offer team bonding experiences 

and events outside of school, but most 

importantly, a fun environment for all 

involved. 

by Melissa Strand

to experience attending two separate 
competitions. After Katelynn had been 
in both cheer programs, Heather decided 
she really wanted Katelynn to be a part 
of her school’s athletic department, so 
she drafted a proposal to make it happen. 
The school welcomed Heather’s proposal 
with open arms and has even allowed 
Heather’s daughter Katelynn to create 
approved designs for school swag under 
her business, Katelynn’s Krafts, which 
is being sold as a year-round fundraiser 
for the athletic department. NHCS 
Cheer & Dance just closed registration 
02/17/2023 with 56 Warrior Cheerleaders. 
Cheerleaders will be provided a full 
uniform, cheer shoes, backpack, practice 
shirt, 2 bows, headband, pom poms for 
the $175 registration fee. Most programs 
don’t offer shoes as part of the registration, 
however, as these little cheerleaders will be 

growing each season, it was felt this was 
an important feature and would take the 
stress off the parents and give the team 
matching shoes.

Participants will practice after school 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30-5:30 
and will be involved in some Saturday 
activities such as the NHCS Alumni 
basketball game and Boatnik parade, and 
will offer a mini cheer camp in May for 
the tiny future Warriors preschool – 5th 
Grades. The cheer squad will cheer at 
pep-assemblies and will be hosting several 
dances including a Grandparents dance 
with a 50’s theme, a father & daughter 
dance, families 80’s dance and more next 
year.  The team will have Team bonding 
experiences and events where they will 
make banners, locker posters, small gift 
for athletes’ birthdays, promote school 
spirit and train the ‘`Future Warrior 
Cheerleaders”. The teams may compete 
in 2023/2024, however, the focus is 
to experience fun events, meet new 
cheerleaders from other schools and to 
bond, and if they happen to place in a 
category that would be a bonus. It’s not 
about winning for the team; it’s about 
having fun and that’s the number one goal! 

CAU-14064-A-A7 Exp 12/31/2022 © 2022 Edward D. Jones & CO., L.P. All rights reserved. 

> centennial.edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones is celebrating 
100 years of partnership

While much has changed at Edward Jones over the last 
100 years, one thing remains the same: our commitment 
to your financial journey. We're proud to enter our 
second century of helping to create brighter futures for 
our clients and their families.

Susie Atondo 
Financial Advisor
116 Ne Steiger St 
Grants Pass, OR 97526-1312 
541-476-7790

1203 N Ross Ln, Medford, OR 97501
admin@logoscharter.com

(541) 842 3658

Logos is an accredited, free, public school serving K-12th grade students across Jackson and Josephine Counties. 
Started as a small school in 2010, it has grown to the largest non-virtual charter school in Oregon. It’s no wonder with 
a 95% graduation rate and our personalized learning approach that families love Logos. Our free choice-based public 

school program is personalized with an individualized curriculum, exciting campus classes, and access to classes or 
clubs in the community. In a traditional high school, time is the constant and learning is the variable. At Logos, we 

strive for learning to be the constant and time to be the variable. Time to create a program that stirs the interest and 
passion in a student to become a lifelong learner.  Logos is truly innovation in education from kindergarten to career!

Visit Us at www.logoscharter.com

Logos Public Charter School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, disability, or age of its programs or activities.

INNOVATIVE EDUCATION KINDERGARTEN TO COLLEGE or CAREER
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Business Spotlight

Southern Oregon Psychological Services

M att Ditty is not one to 

back down from a 

challenge. In starting 

Southern Oregon 

Psychological Services 

LLC, he embarked upon an entrepreneurial 

journey that, while challenging, provided 

a bounty of rewards for himself, his clients, 

and the community. 

Matt took great influence for starting 
his business from his spouse. “During grad 
school, my wife’s side business started to 
take off, and I was inspired by her success 
and with the idea of creating something 
that I was proud of, could manage, and 
was flexible enough to accommodate 
for our busy family,” he explains. But 
taking this entrepreneurial route wasn’t 
without its obstacles. He describes that 
some of his mentors during his doctoral 
studies cautioned him that starting a 
practice and becoming self-sufficient as 
a fresh graduate might be challenging. 
But Matt wasn’t deterred—he didn’t 
consider failure to be an option. “In my 
mind, I couldn’t fail if I listened to their 
warnings, accounted for potential risks, 

by Alexandra Hruz

and remained flexible and humble enough 
to apply feedback to learn and get better,” 
he says. “Making it work was the only 
option in my mind.” Matt graduated 
with his doctorate in psychology in 2021, 
established SORPSYCH, completed his 
residency, and became licensed in the state 
of Oregon as a psychologist in February 
2023. Since establishing his practice 18 
months ago, he’s poured all his energy into 
developing his business and implementing 
feedback into the pursuit of making the 

honesty, and committed actions they 
exude/enact; being a witness to and co-
sojourner with their healing brings me 
great joy and inspires me to be a better 
human,” he says. He adds that, with the 
prevalence of mental health challenges, 
seeing people courageously reach out for 
help and committing to getting better 
inspires his work each day. 

As he continues growing and 
improving SORPSYCH, Matt is eager 
to provide more options for his clients. 
He’s working on contracting with health 
insurance carriers in the area (including 
Medicare and other well-known carriers). 
Through it all, he’ll keep supporting 
Southern Oregonians with psychological 
services in a competent and compassionate 
manner.

practice the best it can be. 
At SORPSYCH, Matt offers 

individualized psychotherapy and 
psychological services to people with 
mental health challenges in Southern 
Oregon. All his services are offered 
virtually via a secure telehealth 
platform; the services are tailored to 
individual client needs and are rooted in 
evidence-based practice including CBT 
modalities, neuroscientific literature, and 
traumatology. He explains that counties 
in Southern Oregon are designated as 
low-income and high “Health Professional 
Shortage Areas,” meaning there is a 
significant need for not just clinicians, but 
clinicians who accept OHP and Medicare. 
As a fifth-generation Oregonian and 
resident of Grants Pass for nearly 30 
years, it’s important to Matt that he help 
strengthen his community. 

Through his work, Matt has formed 
valuable connections with his clients and 
is proud of their progress, even though 
emotional healing is sometimes a slow 
journey. “I am incredibly proud of my 
clients for the humility, vulnerability, 

New Location Coming Soon | 221 SW G St.

The same food and drinks you love.. 
+ rooftop seating
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Business Spotlight

Caveman Fence

W hen Caveman 

Fence was 

founded by 

owners Randy 

Smith and Alan 

Sippola in 1999, it was only temporary—

”Until something better comes along.” After 

more than 23 years of doing business and 

serving the people in southern Oregon, 

Randy and Alan think they can stop 

looking for anything better. 

Alan and Randy explain that when 
they started Caveman Fence, they wanted 
to provide people in the southern Oregon 
area with a fence company option where the 
property owners and fence/gate/automation 
installers were intricately entwined and 
involved with the culmination of the 
customers’ projects. This goal helped shape 
the vision that Randy and Alan had for the 
business, and they decided to dissolve the 
friendship and go into business together. 

Like many small businesses, Randy 
and Alan started with a humble business 

operation and expanded from there. They 
explain that the team first began working 
out of Randy’s barn, running the company’s 
operations from that location until they 
were able to grow and move. Since their 
first days in business, Caveman Fence 
has worked steadily and with dedication, 
weathering many storms along the way 
and striving to meet and try to exceed their 

customers’ expectations no matter what. 
A vital and integral part of Caveman 

Fence’s business is the team that Alan and 
Randy have built and the quality of work 
they produce. The owners explain that they 
employ anywhere from 15 to 25 people at 
any given time. Providing jobs for the men 
and women of southern Oregon is one of 
the aspects of their business that they enjoy 
the most. Employees are the backbone of 
any business, and Caveman Fence’s aim 
is to end up with the best people possible 
on their team in order to deliver the best 
customer service to their clients. “The most 
satisfying aspect of the position I created 
here is seeing these people decide to take 
control of their lives and therefore their 
futures,” they say. “The caliber of our team 
is reflected in the feedback we get from our 
customers.” Honesty and respect toward 
customers are two of the traits they use 
to describe how the teams working on 
their fence crews interact with clients. This 
dedication to serving their clients in an 
honest and reliable manner is very crucial 
for Caveman Fence. 

Randy and Alan are both Grants Pass 

residents who’ve chosen to raise their families locally and stay 
connected to the community. Randy and his wife Jill have two 
grown sons and have two grandsons; Alan and Beth (Caveman 
Fence’s office manager) have three sons and a daughter and have 
14 grandchildren. The business owners are dedicated to their 
families and hope to pass on their entrepreneurial savvy to the next 
generations. Alan’s son Jason already has taken on a large part of 
the daily operations. 

Over the last 23 years, Caveman Fence has helped countless 
people create the outdoor spaces they dreamed of by listening to 
the needs, wants, and expectations of their customers. Moving 
forward, Randy, Alan, and their employees aim to continue with 
this tradition, providing unmatched customer service and high-
quality fencing solutions for the people in the southern Oregon 
community.
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405 SE 6th Street, Grants Pass  |  SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org
Register today @ SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org

We always respect medical privacy and 
personal family health decisions for 
each individual dancer.

The Rogue Valley’s premiere, award-winning contemporary 
dance studio, training dancers ages 3 and up since 1989!

Register For Summer Classes Via our Website on or after June 1Register For Summer Classes Via our Website on or after June 1stst

Expert Instructors  •  Beginning - Advanced Levels  •  Ages 3 & UP

Kool Kid

Payton Fontes

P ayton Fontes is the koolest 

15-year-old in Grants Pass. 

This 10th grader at Hidden 

Valley High School, whose 

favorite subject is History, 

also has a really kool family. In addition to 

her parents, she has a kool little brother, 

Deagan, who is 12 years old, and several 

pets, two dogs and three cats, Daisy Mae 

(8), Cooper (5), Nella (13), Twitch (2), and 

Bullseye (5).  

Some of the really kool things about 
Payton are that she bowls and practices 
archery. While archery is challenging 
to prevent getting hurt and “being able 
to shoot at 15,” Payton appreciates the 
focus required to be successful in archery. 
Bowling is enjoyable because she plays as 
part of a team with friends. While bowling 
is a lot of fun, she acknowledges that the 
biggest challenge is the competition in the 
sport.

This kool kid is amazing. She is a 
fantastic student who has received straight 
A’s throughout high school. She is a very 
active young lady as she is the vice president 

by Kathy Ford

of the Sparrow Club, a Future Farmers 
of America member, and she was on the 
Homecoming court during her freshman 
and sophomore years. 

Payton has a lot on her plate. 
In addition to school, sports, and 
extracurricular activities, she also was a 
volunteer intern at Wildlife Safari for two 
summers. This spring, this young lady will 
volunteer at Wildlife images. 

Other kool things about Payton are 
that she enjoys reading, knitting, crocheting, 
and roller skating. This kool kid’s favorite 
color is grey, and her favorite animal is the 
wolf. When she’s not busy with school, 

extra-curricular activities, hobbies, or 
sports, you may find her enjoying a meal 
at her favorite restaurant, Red Robin, or 
her favorite food, chicken nuggets. Or she 
may be hanging out enjoying her favorite 
TV show, “Criminal Minds,” or her favorite 
movie, “It.” On the other hand, you may 
find her curled up with a good book. 
Whenever she gets a chance, she goes to 
the river, her favorite place to spend time.  

While she loves vacationing with her 
family, her happiest memory is when she 
went to the coast with her friends one 
weekend for her friend’s birthday. She also 
enjoys spending time with her really kool 

family when they go on vacation, especially to her favorite vacation 
spot, Mexico. Another kool thing she loves to do with her family is 
going to the mountains to hunt or go shooting.      

This young lady has big plans for the future. Her plans include 
graduating high school, attending college, becoming a veterinarian, 
and traveling. While she will surely travel the world, she would pick 
Iceland if she had to pick any one place in the world to visit. 

Payton is a bright young lady with a bright future ahead of her. 
She already has several outstanding accomplishments, including 
straight A’s in high school, volunteer internships, extra-curricular 
activities, and sports. She will have a very successful future as a 
veterinarian and traveling around the world.

“Being able to interact with other 
parents and sharing experiences 
was something I enjoyed most 

about Pathways.  We really 
appreciate everyone helping us to 
get prepared for our new baby.”                                                     

714 SE 8th St, Grants Pass
541.479.6264

www.gppregnancy.com/give

Call or visit us online to learn 
more, volunteer, and donate.

KelcieJeanPhoto@gmail.com
kelciejeanphotography.com

CIMBERLY LEWIS
License # 201225974
(541) 646-4505

We are dedicated REALTORS® 
who always put the needs of our 

clients first. We work with the latest 
technology to help people buy and sell 

property as efficiently as possible.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKERS IN OREGON
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Recipe

Mexican Street Corn (Elote)
The Real Estate Rumble

M exican street corn (also known as elote) is 

a delicious corn on the cob loaded with a 

cheesy sauce that’s elevated with cilantro 

and lime. It’s creamy, cheesy, spicy, and 

flavorful. You can typically find this popular 

side dish at a Mexican street corn vendor, but it tastes just as 

good when you make it at home. Plus, it’s easy to make on the 

grill, in the oven, or on the stovetop. Either way, once you try it, you 

will know why it’s so popular!

Ingredients and Substitutions
To make delicious grilled Mexican street corn, you need the 
following ingredients (full quantities in recipe card below):
sweet corn on the cob, sour cream, mayonnaise, seasoning - garlic 
powder and paprika. Add in a little chili powder for some extra 
spice, if desired. You can also substitute the seasonings with with 
use chipotle powder. Cilantro, lime juice + zest, salt and pepper, 
cotija cheese - If you don’t have cotija cheese, feel free to substitute 
with feta cheese or Parmesan.

How to Make the Best Mexican Street Corn (Elote)
Make the sauce. In a medium mixing bowl, combine sour cream, 
mayonnaise, garlic powder, cilantro, lime juice, lime zest, paprika, 
salt, and pepper. Stir well until smooth and evenly mixed. Set aside 
for 10 minutes, allowing the flavors to infuse into each other.
Grill the corn. Place the corn on a preheated grill at 400 F and 
grill for 6-8 minutes, turning occasionally until nicely charred and 
cooked through. Set aside on a plate. You can also roast the corn in 
the oven at 400 F for 25 minutes or cook in boiling water for 10-15 
minutes. However, grilling yields a sweeter and creamier taste.
Assemble and serve. Spread and brush the sauce evenly over 
the corn and top with Parmesan. Drizzle with extra lime juice if 
desired.

Address	 List Price	 Sold Price	 Bedrooms	 Bathrooms	 Square Feet	 Status

285 Avenue De Teresa	 $1,495,000	 	 4	 3	 2,314	 Active

3667-3739 Leonard Road	 $1,138,000	  	 3	 3	 2,302	 Active

61 SE Hogan Way	 $947,000		  4	 3	 2,973	 Active

136 Chinook Park Lane	 $850,000		  3	 3	 1,822	 Active

3739 Leonard Road	 $849,000		  3	 3	 2,302	 Active

1149 NW Sunburst	 $749,000		  3	 4	 3,330 	 Active

955A SW Rogue River Avenue	 $699,000		  2	 3	 2,074	 Active

310 El Camino Way	 $675,000		  3	 3	 2,226	 Active

1025 NW Starlite Place	 $669,500	 	 4	 3	 3,342	 Active

290 Blue Jay Lane	 $630,000	  	 4	 2	 2,459	 Pending

135 NW Caddis Place	 $577,500		  3	 2	 2,149	 Active

1110 Cashmere Drive	 $498,000	 $498,000	 3	 2	 1,833	 SOLD

This real estate information has been obtained by sources deemed reliable by The Social Publication. Agent did not participate in all of these sales. Please contact a local real estate agent for more information.

• jolena@fordrealestatepros.com• (541) 727-1877 

• 624 S. Riverside Ave, Medford, OR 97501 

I am a dedicated REALTOR® who always puts the needs of 
my clients first. I work with the latest technology to help 
people buy and sell property as efficiently as possible.

License #201233860

JoLena Mikels
B R O K E R  L I C E N S E D  I N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  O R E G O N
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Life Lives Better At The Suites! 
Can it really be different? More than just maintenance free, at The 

Suites...Assisted Living and Memory Care comes to life! Our emphasis 
on exceptional well-being is evident in the options available to you and 

it’s easy to live life to the fullest with our dedicated and talented staff 
ready to serve you. It can be different... Let The Suites show you how.

Tel: (541) 955-9115
Fax: (541) 955-9591

www.thesuitesassistedliving.com
administrator@thesuitesassistedliving.com

Jena Heth
Branch Manager
NMLS #232765

541-218-5156
Jena@DiversityHL.com

Christine Lowe
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #214532

541-659-8838
Christine@DiversityHL.com

Cody Prose
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #2037520

541-761-5952
Cody@DiversityHL.com

Joe Snook
Sales Manager
NMLS #1672527

541-226-8235
Joe@DiversityHL.com

Contact Us To Learn More!

All applications are subject to underwriting guidelines and approval. Not all programs available in all areas. Rates and terms 
are subject to change without notice. This form may not be reproduced. Mountain West Financial and the mountain logo 
are registered trademarks of Mountain West Financial, Inc. Mountain West Financial, Inc. DBA Diversity Home Lending. 
Oregon Mortgage Lender License #ML-5112. NMLS# 164497. rv 2/23

All applications are subject to underwriting guidelines and approval. Not all programs available in all areas. Rates and terms 
are subject to change without notice. This form may not be reproduced. Mountain West Financial and the mountain logo 
are registered trademarks of Mountain West Financial, Inc. Mountain West Financial, Inc. DBA Diversity Home Lending. 
Oregon Mortgage Lender License #ML-5112. NMLS# 164497. rv 2/23

Owning a home is more
affordable than you think.
We have a wide variety of
options for affordable housing,
,rst-time homebuyers, and 
zero down payment.

With over 30 years of experience and a wide variety of loan options, we are industry 
leaders in Affordable Housing. Find out how we can help you own a home. 

Afford Your Dream Home 


